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OUR church or Sunday-school may be consider- 

ing new equipment,— a hymn board, record sys- 
tem, chimes, collection plates. Are you watching 
The Sunday School Times advertisements for infor- 
mation about these? It will prove worth while. 














Lights of Home 


By Maud Frazer Jackson 


T CLOSING of the winter day 
When glow of sunset fades away, 
How fair the lighted’ windows seem,— 
Bright eyes of home, with tender gleam! 
The shadowed landscape, cold and gray, 
Erom desolation they redeem. 


Sometimes I have a thought of fear 

And doubting; when the heavens appear 
So vast, so pitiless, and far from all 
Who tread this globe. Then softly fall 
God’s words, like music sounding clear,— 
“The Lord is nigh to-them that call,” 


Gone is. my dread of boundless space. 
I, who was far, draw near by grace. 
No more aloof, indifterently, 

The stars look down; their light I see 
As love-lit windows of the place, 

The home, my Lord prepares for me. 








Unchanging Knowledge 


“We are accustomed to startling changes in many 
of our sciences, with the quandum theory in physics 
upsetting the laws of thought, the Einstein theory 
measuring our previously infinite universe, the star 
Betelgeuse proving to be fifty. million,times as large 
as. our sun, and behaviorism makes machines of 
Pr who used to have souls and were immortal.” 

his is the opening sentence in an article in the 
October, 1927, Harpers’ Monthly that discusses the 
profounder changes in the science of geography since 
the airplane has circled the globe, and explored 


hitherto uhreachable portions of the earth's surface. 


In the midst of these revelations of modern science, 
and the widespread reversals of previous beliefs in 
both educational and religious systems of thought, 
it is well to realize that what is new and startling 
to us is no surprise to God. “Known unto God are 
all his works from the beginning of the world”~(Acts 
15:18). Not only is: his knowledge up to date, but 
it is accurate and true as man’s can never be. Paul 


says, “For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.’ 


But when that which is perfect is come, then that 
which is in part shall be done away.” “At present 
we see only the baffling reflections in a mirror, but 
then it will be face to face. At present I am learnin 
bit by bit, but then shall I understand, as all along 


~ “eee 
have myself been understood.” Science can go so far 
and no farther in delving imto the great mysteries 
of the universe, but God promises to those who have 
faith in him a complete and perfect unfolding of all 
present problems. In these last perilous times, when 
knowledge is indeed increased in the earth, and men 
have become “heady” and: “highminded,” the child of 
God must still maintain-an attitude of simple, stead- 
fast faith, even though it bring scorn from the 
intellectuals, for God has foretold a time when he will 
destroy the wisdom of the wise and will bring to 
nothing the understanding of the prudent, and 
knowledge shall vanish away, but faith shall last on 


eternally, 
x 
Humility and Victory 


Sinful human nature may well find comfort in the 
assurance that our gracious heavenly Father knoweth 
our frame, remembereth that we are dust. But the 
Holy Spirit in recording that fact never intended that 
man should make~it an excuse for habitually falling 
into sin. Too many Christians make a_ veritable 
spoiled child of their own frailty, petting and excusing 
it, and weakly refusing to take possession of the 
high ground of freedom in Christ Jesus, deeming that 
very spiritual sluggishness a mark of humility. They 
condone their frequent slips with the generality, “No 
one is perfect.” One excellent Christian refused to 
consider habitual victory over sin possible, saying that 
God permitted him to fall into sin just often enough 
to keep him humble, Surely the child of God need 


“not meet habitual defeat at the hands of the adversary 


in order to be kept humble. There is no truer humil- 
ity than that spirit which recognizes once for all its 
own insufficiency and then keeps looking steadily unto 
the Lord Jesus for never-failing grace. Instead of 
brooding over the dust content of the natural man 
is it not more wholesome to be remembering that 


- God’s Holy Spirit has condescended to take up his 


abode in these same corruptible bodies of ours through- 
out the present age and. to make of. them his holy 
temples? “Know ye not that ye are a temple of 
God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 
-.. The temple of God is holy, and such are ye” (1 
Cor. 3:16, 17). 

ya 


Looking at Things Not Seen 


People engaged in work involving detail so fine 
as to cause serious eye-strain are admonished to rest 
the eyes frequently by looking at distant objects. Pos- 
sibly the same principle enters into the making of a 
vacation in the wide open spaces valuable to the city 
“cliff dweller.” We are living in an age of extreme 
nerve tension, an atmosphere that is manifesting its 
influence in the very lines on our faces. Shortly be- 
fore he went down with the Titanic in 1912, Wm. 
T. Stead wrote to a friend, “This is a mighty interest- 
ing time to be alive, but hard or the nerves.” His 
statement was true a decade and a half ago, but the 
speed of living, with its consequent strain and vibra- 
tion, has been increasing with fearful momentum ever 
since. Cars have been remodeled again and again 
and roads improved to meet the speed demands, but 
the human machine must adjust itself. Here, as in 
the case of eye-strain, there is no better remedy. than 
the far look. Paul, whose energy and high-powered 
efficiency have not been surpassed in our own day, 
at a time when his body had already been branded 
with the marks of the Lord Jesus, wrote, “We faint 
not; but though our outward man perish, yet the 
inward man is renewed day by day.” Then he re- 
veals the secret of such refreshing: “While we look 
not at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen: for the things which are seen 
are temporal; but the things which are not seen are 
eternal.” If we do well to rest our eyes by looking 
often to the horizon, we do better to rest our souls 
by looking beyond the blue. 


The Lowliness of Christ 


our Lord was devoid of ambitious aspirations; 

he was content to be among his comrades, as one 
who serves. He betrayed no impatience when it ap- 
peared that his parents were far from understanding 
the mystery of his Person or the transcendent nature 
of the work he came to.do. He was. willing to be 
despised and rejected of men. He was not offended 
when his adversaries taunted him with his lack of 
knowledge; he displayed no resentment when he was 
contumeliously entreated. He neither courted the 
society of the great nor shrank from companionship 
with the poor. His chosen friends were of humble 
rank, yet he bore himself royally before his enemies. 
‘He was free from self-consciowsness; he never stood 
upon his dignity, he never stooped to bless. But 
always, on the broad ground of humanity, he made 
himself the Friend and Brother of us all. 

Lowliness is not a way of thinking about ourselves. 
To be much engaged with oneself, even though it be 
in self-depreciation is only a subtle form of pride. 
Lowliness is love forgetful of itself, love seeing life 
from the standpoint of those whom we seek to bless. 
It is therefore able to transmute itself into each of 
the social virtues in turn. 

Let us think for a moment of one or two of these, 
and first of what, remembering the incarnation, we 
tay call humanness. 


"Toss tora was the course of his earthly life 


The humility that was the ensign of our Lord’s 
true greatness evidenced itself in the freedom with 
whick he mingled with all ranks of the people — all 
sorts and conditions of men. 

As a boy he must have been winsome and com- 
panionable. When Luke writes of his early years, 
“Jesus increased in favour with God and men,” the 
mother of Jesus must, no doubt, have observed that 
he was at home in ‘the society of his fellows. - When 
Joseph and she did not find the child Jesus among 





the pilgrims of their group on their return from 
Jerusalem, they “supposed him to be in the company.” 
His presence would be coveted by those of his own 
age. 

In after years there was a freedom between the 
little children, and the Lord. They knew that he 
understood them, and they received him as one of 
themselves —the highest honor a child can pay to 
one of full age. They clustered round him, he took 
them up in his arms and clasped them in close affec- 
tion; and they in their turn trusted him with the faith 
that outwent the credence of a disciple. Mark tells 
of a little boy who climbed up on Christ’s knee, 
flinging, we may believe, his arms round the neck 
of the Lord, and reposing with supreme felicity in 
the embrace of Christ, happy as a king in the love 
of Immanuel. 

The disciples had unrestrained familiarity with him. 
There was little reserve in his presence. With en- 
tire frankness they told him all that was in their 
hearts. They spoke to one another before him with 

rfect freedom; they addressed him without fear. 

he aspect of Moses and Elias daunted them; when 
these returned to their heavenly abode the disciples 
were relieved: but though they now knew that Jesus 
was Lord of angéls and men they felt no embarrass- 
ment in being left alone with him. Nor did ordinary 
human feelings seem to be out of place in their inter- 
course with him; he was the Bridegroom, and they 
the wedding party; and till the shadows began to 
fall across their path all went merrily as marriage 
bells. 

When Matthew, the publican, in the joy of 
his new faith, invited Jesus to-dine with him 
and some of his former intimates — publicans and 
sinners, in the estimation of the Pharisees — 
our Lord accepted’ the invitation naturally and 
cordially. At the festival that evening the pres- 
ence of Jesus would mar no one’s joy, nor would his 
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divine seriousness seem irksome to any.’ His gra- 
cious charity reached down through superficial distinc- 
tions to those things which are common to all man- 
kind. Then, too, it was with the woman who was 
a sinner in the city, who crept through the crowd 
of curious gazers, daring even to. encounter the cold 
glance of Simon, that she might reach His feet. She 
who would, in other circumstances, have fled from 
the scrutiny of a Pharisee, clasped the feet of the 
Lord in gratitude, watering them with her. tears. 
Ordinary people were attracted to him; they heard 
him gladly, and tu:ned from rabbi and from priest to 
follow him. They felt that he cared for them, and 
in their hearts they crowned him king. The peasant 
who. brought to the Carpenter’s shop his broken 
plough to be repaired, would, while he waited, give 
freely of his confidences to the grave-browed Man 
ef Nazareth whose loving eyes searched the troubled 
soul. And the widow on the hillside, mothering her 
brood of young children, would lay her perplexities 
open to one in whose understanding and wisdom she 
had. learned to trust. The Greeks from a far coun- 
try; nurtured in an alien faith, have their doubts 
removed by an instruction drawn from their own 
mysteries. The neighborliness of the Christ broke 
through the middle wall of partition between Samari- 
tan and Jew, while he assumed the mantle of’ the 
stranger, and depicted himself as the Good Samari- 


II ; 

Akin to this grace of humanness is the delicate 
courtesy that our Lord invariably showed. 

He always made the best of people. To the dis- 
ciples;-who had often disappointed him, but had not 
turned” back from following, he said: “Ye are they 
.which have continued with me in my temptations.” 
To the two brothers, who proffered the seemingly 
arrogant request that they should sit, the one on 
his right hand, the other.on his left, he answered, 
perhaps with an understanding but sorrowful smile, 
“Ye know not what ye ask.” Then, when he had 
guided their desires to heavenly places, he granted 
their request. He found the faith of the Roman 
soldier so simple and refreshing that he marveled 
at it: “I have not found so great faith, no, not 
in Israel.” He saw the rootlets of all the virtues 
striking down into the heart of Zaccheus, and said 
of the rapacious tax-gatherer, “He also is a son of 
Abraham.” He refused to interdict the man who 
would not rank himself with the Master, though he 
cast out demons in His name: “Forbid him not: 
for there is no man which shall do a miracle in my 
name, that can lightly speak evil of me.” 

How courteous he was in acknowledging kindnesses. 
In return for a cup of cold water or a kindly word 
he gave a heaven of love and joy. The women who 
ministered to him walked in the light of his counte- 
mance to the close of their earthly lives. Mary’s 
gratitude which broke the alabaster flask over the 
feet: of him who had raised her brother from the 
dead; and was about to taste death for every man, 
was misunderstood by the disciples, but not by the 
Lerd. And now the fragrance of that loving act 
fills the house of God, and the long centuries carry 
to the ends of the earth the Master’s acknowledgment, 
“She hath done what she could.” The disciples 
slumbered and slept while their Lord was agonizing 
in tears and blood for a world’s salvation, treading 
under his feet principalities and powers.: And he, 
looking upon their. fleshly weakness with understand- 
ing, says: “The spirit indeed is willing.” 

Jesus never censured his. disciples in the presence 
of others. When men criticized his followers he 
spread: his shield over them, preserving their fair 
fame. And when he himself had occasion to rebuke 
them, he did so with the most gentle consideration; 
there was no. poison in the wounds of this Friend. 
The: kindly remonstrance in view of Martha’s im- 
patience was probably spoken with a smile. To re- 
prove ambition he set a little child in the midst. To 
repress arrogance he took a towel and girded him- 
self. To bring an erring disciple to penitence “the 
Lord turned, and looked upon Peter.” 


It 

, Once more, his lowliness of spirit evidences itself 

in perfect sympathy. 
ympathy is the faculty of “feeling with’; it -is 
the ability to put oneself in another’s place. It was 
said of George Fox, founder of the Society of 
Friends, that he was “baptized into a sense of all 
conditions.” This gift was granted to him in meas- 
ure, as it was conferred upon our Lord in fullness. 
rd Jesus is moved with compassion when 
he sees the multitudes tired and lying down, as sheep 
having no shepherd. He thinks of the toiling multi- 
tudes, weary at the close of a day’s work and heavy 
with care. He reflects with a flame of righteous 
anger, upon the wrengs borne by the little children: 
“Woe to that man by whom the offence. cometh!” 
Tt were better for him that a millstone were hanged 
about his neck, and that he were drowned in the 
depth of the sea.” He has pity upon the rich, for 
he sees the thickset fence of thorns through which 
they must force their way if they would enter the 
kingdom of: Heaven. In the future outlined to 
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Simon He glances at the trials of aged persons op- 
pressed by the inconsiderate kindness of their friends. 
The Jews said to him: “Thou art a Samaritan, and 
hast a devil.”. He answered, “I have not a devil; 
. .. and ye do dishonour me.” —Why did he not add: 
“I am not a Samaritan’? Because in. the crowd 
gathered round there might be a member of that 
hated race, or the reply of Christ might be reported 
to such a one. And he, hearing these words, would 
be ready to say: “Jesus will have no dealings with 
us Samari‘aps.” To the paralytic, scared by the ad- 
venturousness of his friends, conscious at once of his 
need and his unworthiness, He says, “Be of good cheer.” 
To Jairus, ready to faint with apprehension: “Be not 
afraid, only believe.” Beside the sepulcher of him who 
is to be raised, He weeps, in sympathy with the tears 
of the mourners. To grave, earnest, unbelieving 
Thomas, He comes forth to the verge of the spiritual 
world, meeting the doubter on the frontier: “Handle 
me,” he says, “and see.” ; 


a“ 


In Stormy Seas 


OMETIMES upon a stormy sea, when perhaps 

two or three heavy storms have been blowing in 
different directions, a formidable cross-sea is set in 
motion, and this is very troublesome and dangerous 
to the mariner, for the man at the helm never knows 
where the waves will strike as they come toward him 
from évery direction. So it is with our lives. 

The tenor of our days may be comparatively peace- 
ful and serene for years, and then suddenly and with 
cumulative force the storm. beats down upon us from 
every direction. To failing health may be added busi- 
ness perplexity, and this may be accompanied by family 
disappointments and’ worries, and if this were not 
enough, there arrives a state of confusion’ of mind 
in which prayer no longer seems to be the easy and 
delightful experience it has been. All these things 
may come upon us, and other testings as well, which 
one’s very heart refuses to disclose to another, for 
every heart knoweth its own bitterness and at times 
the cup of temptation is too bitter to share with even 
our closest friend. Then it is that one cries out in 
secret: “I am so troubled that I cannot speak” (Psa. 
77:4). He makes his own the despairing cry of the 
Psalmist, “Wili the Lord cast off for ever? and will 
he be favourable no more? Is his mercy clean gone 
for ever? doth his promise fail for evermore? Hath 
God forgotten to be gracious?” (Psa. 77:7-9.) If 





The Day of Crucifixion 


Readers of The Sunday School Times have 
expressed unusual interest in the articles by Eugene 
C. Callaway, in the Times of March ‘24, 31, and April 
7, setting forth the view that our Lord was crucified 
on Wednesday of Passion Week and not on Friday. 
Many letters have been received, taking different views 
of the question, some severely criticising’ Mr. Call- 
away’s position, some heartily commending it. For 
example, an Alabama reader writes: 


I only write to strengthen the protest I feel sure 
must be made against Mr. Eugene Callaway’s inter- 
pretation of Matthew 28:1, 2. It might be possible 
to prove that Matthew says the women came to see 
the sepulcher in the evening and™not in the morning. 
But that would prove that he contradicts Mark 16: 
2; Luke 24:1; and John 20:1. Of course there is 
no such contradiction, and Matthew mearis Sunday 
morning just as the other evangelists declare. 


On the other hand, a letter typical of the many 
expressing agreement with and appreciation of Mr. 
Callaway’s position is the following from a New York 
City reader: 


As one who in a modest way has been a teacher 
of the Word for many years, I have read your arti- 
cles with much interest and believe you have given 
to Bible students a thoughtful and consistent presen- 
tation of the incidents heretofore considered at vari- 
ance in the last week of our Lord’s earthly life. 


Various points of difficulty in. proving Wednesday 
to be the day of crucifixion, in addition to that men- 
tioned by the Alabama reader, have been brought 
forward by others. And many other thoughtful letters 
of agreement and corroboration of the Wednesday 
view have come. a , 

The subject is an involved and difficult one. . The usual 
view held by the Christian Church is that Friday was 
the day of crucifixion, and there are sound Bible 
scholars who believe that this can be defended more 
successfully than any other view. But there are real 
difficulties in ‘the Friday interpretation, as Mr. Call- 
away clearly showed, as indeed there are difficulties 
connected with any view, such as Thursday or Wed- 
nesday. 

The Sunday School Times, without being editorially 
committed to the Wednesday interpretation, believes 


. 
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any of us have been brought thus low, shall-we not go 
along with David into the verses that follow? For it 
is not very long until we hear this saint saying, as it 
were, “Enough of this.” ““This is my infirmity: but 
I will remember the years of the right hand of the 
most High. I will remember the works of the Lord:> 
surely I will remember thy wonders of old” (Psa. 
77:10, 11). And in Psalm 142: 3-we hear him say, 
“When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, then 
thou knewest my path.” 

The deepest lesson of suffering is that of patience. 
If our Lord is pleased to set our ways in a cross- 
sea of mighty and manifold trial, it is but that his 
grace’ may be developed in us more abundantly. Jere- 
miah had surely learned patience through fierce and 
constant discipline, and he speaks lovingly of the 
compassions of the Lord; they “fail not” he Said. 
“They are new evéry morning: great is thy ‘faithful- 
ness” (Lam. 3:22, 23). And, he adds, “The Lord 
is good unta them that wait for him.... It is good 
that a man should both hope and quietly wait for 
the salvation of the Lord” (Lam. 3:25, 26): Ah, 
there lies the final victory of patience; the waiting, 
not fretfully or ‘impatiently, but the quiet waiting for 
a God who is never too late, who “stayeth his rough 
wind in the day of the east wind” (Isa. 27:8), the 
God whose “compassions fail not.” 

And there is still another sort of stormy sea that 
menaces a mariner. It is when a triad of fierce waves 
assault him: “They come in threes,” say the sailors. 
Anxiously they watch the approach of the first tower- 
ing wave, and when their boat rides over it triumph- 
antly, there is relief; but they await with trepidation 
the second, knowing that it will be still greater. Up 
it rolls, mountainous in proportions; scarcely can they 
see the horizon behind it.- This time surely they 
will be engulfed, but fortunately it breaks before 
reaching them. Then breathless they look for the 
third; it, too, rises huge and angry, but it, too, break 
into foam before. reaching the frail bark. : 

How like the trials and temptations that beset us! 
Those over which we triumph seem scarcely as for- 
midable as those our. fears see in the distance. “I 
could not bear that trial, that sorrow,” we say. But if 
it comes, we find that grace is given in proportionate 
measure. If we'could not have borne it, it would not 


have been sent us, for 1 Corinthians 10: 13 still holds 
good. Yes, whatever comes, we, God’s redeemed 
ones, may say confidently, “Because of Him who has 
guaranteed sufficiency of grace and ultimate deliver- 
ance, let come what may, I shall be able to bear it.” 





it was well to have this view clearly presented-.to. its 
readers by one who has studied it from many angles. 
In a forthcoming edition of his book, “The Harmony 
of the Last Week,’ Mr. Callaway is planning to re- 
vise and enlarge his study .of the whole subject, tak- 
ing up in detail such objections to Wednesday as are 
given in the Alabama reader’s letter and in other 
letters received.. He hopes to have the new edition 
of his book ready a few months later, and for those 
who would have the material fully before them, in 
defense of Wednesday as the day of crucifixion, the 
book will be valuable for reference. The present edi- 
tion may be had, so long as the supply lasts, in cloth 
binding, at fifty cents, from Eugene. C. Callaway, At- 
lanta, Georgia. 


we 
A Nation-Wide Broadcast of the Gospel 


VERY Christian must realize that it is very im- 

portant that the Gospel be preached over the 
radio. The opportunities for Gospel broadcasting 
are being constantly lessened, as small stations, exist- 
ing solely for this work, are losing their licenses. 
And Moderriism has many broadcasts through the 
power of the great religious organizations dominated 
by its influences. j 

Now there is to be a national chain broadcast that 
will be thoroughly evangelical. Beginning in October, 
the Vesper sermons of the Rev. Donald G. Barnhouse 
will be broadcast from: the’ Tenth Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia, over the stations of the Col- 
umbia chain, every Sunday at five-thiry P. M., 
Eastern ‘Time. Mr. Barnhouse is very eager that 
Christian people everywhere shall pray, — asking God 
to prepare the way for this national ministry, and to 
prepare his church and himself for their new re- 
sponsibilities. 

The Columbia chain can be received anywhere in 
the United States from the Atlantic to the Rockies 
(except perhaps in the extreme South), and also in 
eastern Canada. Any wishing to help make this 
known in their church or community can get full 
information, together’ with a list of stations and wave 
lengths, by writing to the Tenth Presbyterian Church, 
Seventeenth and Spruce Streets, Philadelphia. 
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The English Keswick in 1928 


Old truths and_new blessings at the fifty-third annual Convention 
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By J. Russell Howden 














T IS fifty-three years ago since the first Conven- 
| tion was held at Keswick, England, in 1875. » It 
was inaugurated through ‘the joint efforts of 
Canon Harford Battersby, the Vicar. of St.-John’s, 


.Keswick, and Mr. Robert Wilson, a local mine owner. : 


It arose through the dissatisfaction “that many ‘of 
God’s true servants were feeling at this time~ with 
their own spiritiial condition. About this time Canon 
Battersby wrote in his diary, “What I have been 


_reading of the experiences of others has made me 


utterly dissatisfied with myself.” It was the burden 


of the apostle. Paul, eighteen hundred years earlier. 


““O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death?” (Rom. 7:24.) And 
those who thus cried out for the living God were not 
bad men, but men who knew Christ and something: at 
least of the power of his resurrection. The fact is, 
the better a man is, the more acutely conscious he is 
of his sin. It is no mark of spirituality to be- uncon- 
scious of sin. And the Convention movement is 
something essentially for God's own people. God's 
message to the world is, “Repent.”- To the Christian 
it is, “Be filled with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). And 
the humbli discovery of our own powerlessness 

"Christian life reinforces the command of 
God’s ‘Word. For apart from God we find we can 
do nothing. 


A Great Company from Many Nations 


So every year thousands have gathered in the little 
English lakeside town to wait upon God and to dis- 
cover in his Word more of the riches in Christ, which 
are the heritage of all God’s children. These thou- 
sands have come not only from all over the British 
Isles but from the continent of Europe, and from 
across the Atlantic and from all over the world. Par- 
ticularly is this last true of workers on furlough 
from the mission field. The Convention has for 
many years .begun with a-missionary reception on 
the Saturday afternoon. This year every mission field 
of the world was represented, except Russia and the 
Arctic regions. Over three hundred ‘missionaries were 
present at the reception. The largest total number 
of all visitors present at any one meeting has been 
about 3,800.. Already the huge tent is crowded out, 
and “ff. numbers continue to increase, the seating 

roblem will again become acute. The tent now 
used is believed to be the largest single canvas 
structure in the world. Of these 3,800 people, about 


one-third appear to be first attenders, and a very: 
gratifying proportion of these is composed of young: 


folks under the age of thirty. The young people’s 


meetings are a special feature of the Gonverition. They: 
are held every night at 9 P. M.~ They are not. re-. 


rded as in any sense a side show, but are under the 


immediate direction of the Chairman ofthe Conven- - 
tion, Dr. J. Stuart Holden. There are many happy~ 


houses and groups of young folks: at: Keswick~ as 
there always are. There is a Camp for men from 
Cambridge. There are two houses full of men from 
Oxford, one ‘of students from the Scottish Univer- 
sities. The Ridgelands Bible College for girls has 
a house party, and many others. 

The convention movement has spread far and wide 
from Keswick. -America has now. its own Keswick, 
as Sunday. School Times readers know well. In addi- 
tion, other conventions are held -with more or less 
regularity in various parts of the world. Members 


_of the English Keswick platform have been privi- 


leged to travel far and wide with the Keswick mes- 
sage. In connection with the Milton ‘Stewart Fund, 
conventions have been held in China... Other _mis- 


_ $Sionary conventions have. been held in: India, Syria, 
Palestine, and the West Indies, .while . Keswick. 


speakers have helped in the annual. conventions held 
in North America, South Africa, and Australia. 
For the Keswick message is no mere extra to 


_ the content of the Gospel. The object of the Gospel 
..is to make bad men good. The*Christian is: still- 


confronted by the problem of his own’ indwelling sin. 
The question of how to have victory over sin is an 


., urgent and pressing one. What is the way of holi- 
,ness? Is it by a violent, ruthless suppression_of the: 
evil within? Many have tried that: way. And the: 


various cults of asceticism in the Church witness to 
the earnestness of the quest. But self-effort breaks 
down under the strain, and asceticism has always 
sooner or later degenerated into formalism. Others 
have believed that by some act of faith on their part 


the whole of the evil nature could be eradicated and - 


that the saved sinner on earth could become as inno- 
cent as Adam was in the Garden. But “if we say that 
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves” (1 John 1:8). 
And such self-deception has not seldom led on -to 
conscious hypocrisy, and often to utter despair. 


“Utterly dissatisfied with myself” was the state 
of mind of Canon Harford Battersby of Keswick, 
England, fifty-three years ago. Another Christian, 
a ine owner, realized the need of a spirit- 
ual awakening, and together the two men inaugu- 
rated the first convention at Keswick. The 
influence of the conferences has spread until . 
oe have been held in China, India, 
Syria, Palestine,and other lands.. And now this 
year, after so many annual conferences, special 
new blessings have come to over three thousand 
delegates assembled from many countries. 








Therefore as against both of these two attempts to 


-reach the ideal, there is a great need for a sane and 


balanced exposition and: Scriptural teaching. It is 
this need that Keswick has always set out to supply. 
Briefly, the teachirig.of the Bible is this: That the 


- Lord Jesus himself is the sinner’s sanctification, even 


as he is his justification; while it is the fact that 
God the -Holy Ghost dwells in the believer which 
alone makes it possible for that believer to be holy. 
All the Christian has to do then is to accept the 
kingship of the Lord Jesus Christ and he is thereby 
filled with- fhe Holy Spirit. And the Holy Spirit 
brings forth the fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5: 22,23) in 
a ripening Christian character, and further enables for 
the Lord’s service the man thus filled and sanctified. 

This teaching has come as a very benediction from 
God to many a struggling and despairing soul. No 
wonder the convention movement everywhere shows 
signs of healthy growth and increased vitality. 

This way to holiness has been sounded out now 
for the past half century through Keswick, and, even 
earlier than that, it was a necessary product of the 
revival of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 
Some of us have no hesitation in regarding this 
whole movement as part of the midnight cry (Matt. 
25:6), and see in it yet one further indication that 
the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. 





Devotion 
By Henry W. Frost: 


** Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest 
that I love thee.” 


F I HAD met in Galilee- 
The Man of sweet humility, 
And He had turned .and looked.on-me 
And called me to His: side; 
What would have been my answ’ring word ? 
Should I have said,‘ My Saviouc; Lord, 
Thou art beyond all else adored, . 
Be Thou my Friend and Guide ” ? 


If He hadied me, day by day, 
- In burning heat, ’neath shadows gray, 
By dusty path, through tortuous way, 
And asked me to be true; 
What would have been my choosing then? 
Should I have followed on, e’en when 
He took me, from loved- home and men, 
To scenes I never knew ? 


If He had gone before me till 
My days were dune, and night’s cold chill - 
Had fallen, with its startling thrill, 

‘Upon my weary soul; 
If He-had asked me then to lie’ - 
In some drear place, ’neath starless sky, 
And there, alone, to suffer, die, - 

Would He have had control? 


Yea, if I'd seen this as my lot, 
Kaowing my. name-would be forgot 
And-my.dead body left to rot, 

I should have followed on, 
If only, in sweet charity, 
My-Friend and Guide had stayed with me 
And granted me His face to see 

Till life’s hard toil had gone: 


For love does what the Lover saith, 

For love transcends the fear of death, 

For love loves on till latest breath, 
And'I do love my Friend ;— 

Then.lead me on, my Master-Guide, 

Lead where Thou wilt, Thou Crucified, 

Since Thou art mine, whate’er betide, 
I'll follow to the end! 











But of course, as I have already implied, the truth 
reaches back to New Testament times. God’s de- 
mands for holiness are always the same. And God's 
provision to enable the saved sinner to meet those 
demands has always been the same. So Keswick is 
not another Gospel but is part and parcel of the 
essential’ Gospel-- message. ~Such holiness teaching 
goes: back far anterior. to the great revival. And 
every true revival of Gospel teaching has always been 
associated .with a revival of holiness teaching. 

All-the meetings of the week were marked by. quiet 
intensity: and» power.. The: Friday was the climax. 
On. that day two. meetings.only were held, apart, that 
is, from.the early morning prayer gathering. There 
was -first the great missionary meeting which lasted 
from 10 A. M. until half an hour after noon. Nine 
speakers told in graphic fashion the story of the 
work of the Lord in their various fields. The general 
impression gained was that though sin is still abound- 
ing yet grace is much more abounding. God is 
working, and souls are everywhere being born again. 
It was especially thrilling to hear that even in the 
depths of the great Gongo forest the Pygmies are 
being reached for Christ. When the beloved Chair- 
man, Dr. J. Stuart Holden, gave the closing appeal, 
fully.two hundred young men and women rose in 
token of their readiness to go anywhere at any time 
and do anything that the Lord their God should 
appoint. Many of these represented the very cream 
of our British youth — fine, upstanding Varsity men 
and girls. The Keswick Convention of 1928 should 
make a definite and appreciable contribution to the 
work of the Church of God all over the world. 


The Council’s Heartening Message 


-One thing has been a special joy to many during 
the Convention, and that has been the way in which 
the authority and trustworthiness of the Scriptures 
has been emphasized. At the outset the Council 
issued the following message: 


“Dear Frienps: In view of the approach of the 
Keswick Convention, and for your assurance, we 
affirm without any reserve our fidelity to the Bible 
as the Word of God. Particularly do we emphasize 
the Doctrines of Grace; bringing to us Free, Full, and 
Present Salvation through faith in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. This has always been the Keswick basis and 
message. Only those who so believe are invited to 
share in the ministry; We are determined, by God’s 
grace, that what is: known as ‘Modernism’ shall never 
have any place in the Convention. And this position 
we shall uphold so long as we sustain the responsi- 
bility of its oversight. 

“We are assured that we may rely upon your co- 
operation in prayer that the Lord will ever give to us 
the- spirit of faithfulness and steadfastness in this 
His service.” 


‘Dr. J. Stuart Holden is the Chairman of the Con- 


vention Council, afd also took the chair at the Bible 


Readings. But on the opening night instead of being 
Chairman he was the speaker. And he wisely took 
occasion to declare the fundamentals of the Gospel 
message. Masterly was his review of the redemp- 
tive work of the Lord Jesus Christ. He emphasized 
particularly the deity of the Lord, his substitutionary 
and atoning death, his physical resurrection, and the 
expectancy which is’ in many of his people’s hearts 
as'to his speedy return to the earth. The Doctor 
also spoke of the Bible as the Word of God, and 
particularly stressed what the Old Testament meant 
to the Lord Jesus Christ, and declared that what 
the Old: Testament was to Christ it must ever be to 
those who really follow Ghrist. Dr. Holden is 
widely known and loved on both sides of the At- 


‘lantic, and this address of his should be carefully 


studied by God’s people. 

On Friday evening there was‘ an hour’s Conven- 
tion Meeting at six o'clock, and this was followed 
by a united Communion service. This service was 


’ presided over by the venerable Dr. F. B. Meyer. It . 


was a most: impressive finish. There were fully three 
thousand communicants, yet the whole service 
was conducted with such quietness and solemnity that 
it only lasted an hour. It was a tangible wit- 
ness~to the unity of all believers. This has been 
Keswick’s message ever since its inception, but never, 
I think, has that outward expression of such unity 
been given before. In previous years Christians have 
come together in the great tent of meeting all through 
the week, and then have separated off to their re- 
spective churches on the Lord’s Day. And too often 
when the Convention was over and they went back 
home it was to the old exclusivenesss. Clergy and 
ministers of nearly all the denominations have, how- 
ever, now committed themselves by this great act of 
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loving fellowship to the reality of the truths for 
which Keswick stands. It seems as if the Lord had 
Rept this thing in reserve to this year that just now 
when England has been so rent by the Romish con- 
troversy this witness should have been given. 

In this as well as in its challenge to youth and its 
changed lives, I believe that Keswick, 1928, will 
stand out as a landmark in God’s providence to which 
the whole Church of God will look back with grati- 
tude because it will have powerfully assisted in 
preparing the Church for the coming of its Lerd. 

And the days at Keswick this year have been hal- 
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cyon days. While London and the South were 
sweltering in a heat wave, lakeland was sunny yet 
cool. Some of us recognized God’s goodness in this 
special provision of his love for his children. Prac- 
tically no rain fell all through the week. And each 
afternoon large parties crossed ‘the lake to picnic on 
the ,farther shore, or took cars. and went afield to 
other haunts, while the more energetic climbed moun- 
tains and let off their superabundant. physical strength 
to their, heart’s content. Tired bodies have been 
rested aswell as tired souls. 
TunsrinceE WELLS, Enc. 
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‘for excavations, we retired into the Patriarchal 
Age. To many that doubtless seemed an exagger- 
atetl metaphor. 


| HAVE said that when we came here this year 


It will help much to understand the 


Patriarchal city we are now uncovering (for yester- 


day we began to dig out the city that Othniel took), 
if we get a vivid picture of the actual Patriarchal 
life going ‘on round about us in ordinary affairs. 
Archeoiogy might be defined as the science of old, 
dead things, except_for one thing that many of the 
old things are not yet dead. 

We would miss much of the ancient life of this land, 
if we only observed what comes out of the pit we are 
digging and the dust we are groping in. A vast deal 
of the ancient life -still lives about us and this, also, 
we must add to the record of the excavations, else 
the picture will not be complete. 

Harvest was drawing near, the grain was whiten- 
ing, here and there beginning to turn golden for the 
sickle. Some of the fields of wheat were most cheer- 
ing to the farmer; the grain stood three to four 
féet in height and the heads were bursting with the 
plumpness of the kernels of wheat. Other fields were 
not so promising: and, having been planted later, were 
not yet filled out. “Still the farmer lived in hope. 
The farmer is a man of hope. There are too many 
elements in the problem of his life which are not 
calculable for him to be quite sure about anything. 
It would be well for all of us, if it were more so in 
all things. The desire to be insured against all sorts 
of contingencies has become a kind of obsession and 
people hardly perceive it. After all, it is the desire 
to escape responsibility, to do just what the race has 
been trying to do ever since that first dreadful day 
of sin in the world, pass the responsibility to some 
one. else. 

So. these farmers—lived in hope, until one dreadful 
day and night; that day when we came from Gaza 
to: Beersheba in 130 degrees of heat, and the night that 
fotlowed, when the wind tossed oyr camp and threat- 
ened to demolish it and the sand flies bit me until 
I have looked like a smallpox victim ever since. It 
was the sirocco, the dreadful hot east wind, the de- 
stroying blast from the Khedem. In that one day 
and night the farmer learned what the harvest would 
be. Every stalk of grain was dried in the field. That 
which was already filled out and beginning to ripen 
was immediately ripened; that which was still green 
was completely cured without ripening ;.made dry as 
tinder, still retaining, in large measure, its green color, 
Such is the “éast wind” given such a terrible char- 
acter by the prophets and historians of Bible lands. 

Harvest began at once. The number of our. work- 
men diminished, for the men must save their crops. 
Life is reduced to its simplest elemental problems 
here. In America, and in too many other parts of 
the world, the problem of life is how in a thousand 
ways to make meney. The problem here is to pro- 
duce food, to fetch water, to buy clothing, and. to 
make a shelter, Now the immediate task was to 
produce food. for. man and beast. And so the harvest 
immediately began. 

The reaper went forth to the broad fields. But 
it. was not a McCormick or a Deering —it was 
a, sickle, just: like the sickles that came out of the 
great cistern in the: plaza of the second Israelite cit 
up. on the Tell, thrown there perhaps in the vain 
hope that, after the enemy had done his worst, they 
might be recovered. Just such sickles the farmers 
and their wives and their sons and daughters are 
wielding all around us here. 

No raker is needed after the reapers. They are ail 
“self-rakers,” for they gather the grain into little 
sheaves as they cut it and then twist a few straws 
areund the sheaf to hold it together. Then they drop 
the sheaves when they are finished, and later gather 
them into great heaps. Then comes a great camel, 
nine.or ten feet high, meandering. along with his soft, 
cat-like tread and.measured pace as though he had 
all eternity in which to do his task. Indeed, he takes 


_ 


his task just that way, except when he becomes fright- 
ened, and then he runs as if all the demon-world was 
at his heels, as frantic as any runaway horse. 

He is indeed a great camel, but ofttimes he is driven 
—perhaps engineered would be a more appropriate 
word—by a tiny maiden who does not come up to 
his knees. Here is a most striking illustration of 
man’s dominion over the beasts. She taps him on 
the right side or on the left and he turns accordingly, 


_or she whacks his leg with her stick as high up as 


she can reach, if he is unmindful of her hints. At 
her soft breathing “hh, hh,” he folds up: his ungainly 
legs and sits down to wait patiently for his load. A 
net is spread over his saddle and down his sides and 
then the great heap of sheaves is loaded upon him 
until sometimes only the closest inspection can dis- 
cover the camel. But he is enjoying himself; the 
old inhibition not to muzzle the ox that treadeth out 
the corn is sedulously observed in this land. And the 
camel seems to know it, for he turns his supercilious 
lips around to the heap on his back and takes.a mouth- 
ful of the grain as often as he wishes and is not even 
chided for it. When the load on-his back is half as 
big as an Ohio farmer builds on his hay ladders, 
the net is roped tightly around all. Another soft 
breathed hint is given the camel and suddenly that 
great heap of sheaves rustles and sways like a house 
in an earthquake and, lo, the camel’s long neck and 
legs and tail appear and the whole heap moves off 
toward the threshing-floor. Just such a harvest fiel~ 
as this was that which Joseph saw in his drea ,/ 
such as lay before Samson, when he set fire to the dry 
fields of ripening grain of the Philistines.- 

I was by my tent one day, when my attention was 
drawn to a poor woman on the slope of the revet- 
ment wall of the Tell. A little grain is raised on 
some parts of the Tell and the camels had come down 
the revetment slope with their burdens of sheaves 
on the way to the threshing-floor behind our camp. 
Now and again a straw with a head of wheat or 
barley dropped by the wayside, and this poor woman 
was patiently.picking them up one by one and putting 
them in the bosom of her gown, or making the straws 
into a little sheaf. She was a gleaner, as was Ruth 
in the fields of Boaz.- A member of our staff visited 
a poor little store in the cave-village near by. There 
came in a little maiden who emptied from the sleeve 
of her gown a few handfuls of grain which the store- 
keeper took and added-to his store and gave her in 
return a handful of candy! Half piasters are far 
too valuable to give to children for sweetmeats, but 
the children will get them somehow, This little one 
had probably gleaned these handfuls of grain to gratify 
her longing for the sweets of life. 

An old man among our neighbors motioned to me 
one day to come to the threshing-floor: I suspected 
that he had something which he wished me to -photo- 
graph, but I was little prepared. for the scene that 
he laughingly showed me. The men had two young 
cows lying on their backs, had tied all four feet of. 
each cow together, and were proceeding to shoe the 
cows to tread out the grain as in Micah 4:13: “I 
will make thy hoofs brass.” Little -pieces of. metal 
were fastened on the. divided hoofs: by great hob- 
nails. 
together round and. round and round. until the grain. 
was trodden out. “: 


Now they must wait for the- wind. . ‘How absolutely | 


the farmer must work with Providence} When the: 
wind blows well, they toss the. heap of -straw and 
chaff into the air again and again and again until 
the heap has become two heaps, one of straw and chaff 
and the other of grain and finer chaff. - Then a man, 
sometimes it is a woman, patiently sifts the heap of 
grain from the chaff still mixed with it, loads the 
donkey or camel- with the great sacks of grain, and 
goes away home, exactly as Joseph’s brethren fetched 
grain from Egypt. Some people try to argue from 
great freight trains of Europe -and -America that 
grain could not thus be brought from Egypt. But in 


Then these two cows and a denkey were driven. 
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this land there was, and ordinarily still is, no other 
way. They succeeded as they succeed now. These 
people do not eat so much as we do. I think our 
six members of staff eat as much as twenty of. the 
workmen, Yet these men are strong. They live in 
the open. They have few diseases, and do not have 
to combat with food and stimulants the poisons of 
indoor life. Most of the disease germs are hothouse 
bred; they do not grow in the wild. 

-Yet-with-all the poverty of these people and the 
hardship in which they live, they invite us to feast 
after feast, and feed us bountifully. Next. Monday we 
are invited to another feast at the Mukhtar’s tent 
and the ladies are asked to come. What a flashing 
of dark eyes from behind half-discarded veils there 
will be to see the foreign ladies. It would be interest- 
ing to hear the gossip in the harem about this occasion. 
For gossips are the same tribe the world over. 

Then, near the end of the season, we shall give a 
feast to the men. ““He who would. have friends must 
show himself. friendly.” _ People who accept invita- 
tions, but never. give any, will-not last long socially. 
So, though it involves much expense, we: shall give 
the men a feast. Then we shall leave friends behind 
us, and receive a great welcome when we return. 

Now our atiention is turned from harvest in the 
field to the harvest on the Tell. As I sit writing, 
Director Albright comes in quite excited over the 
discoveries on the Tell... While clearing away 
the walls. of the successive cities in the great sec- 
tion that we are clearing down to the bottom, we 
have been following along that ‘great chariot street 
which leads into the city from the East Gate. It 
seems to run directly toward the center of the city. 
We have been speculating about where it went and 
what we should find at the end of it. Surely it led 
to some important place, a palace, a citadel, or a 
public square about which might be found many 
important buildings. Now the Director reports that 
they have found at the side of the street a great house 
with walls four feet thick. Such strength was most 
unusual. Most of the house walls vary from one foot 
to eighteen inches, with occasionally a two-foot wall. 
Will this house prove to be the citadel, or—a 

rison! Such are the disappointing and sometimes 
udicrous ’ possibilities of discovery. Thus we are 
kept all the time in a state of expectation. 

It is doubtful whether or not we can this season 
excavate farther in this direction. Here is set before 
us a great expectation for the next season. We must 
follow this chariot street to its destination. There 
we are almost sure to find the Civic-center, as people 
are wont to call such in these days. 

But this great house was not Director Albright’s 
only occasion for enthusiasm. We are today going on 


» down to the Middle Bronze Age layer of débris and 


here again is a great layer of the gruesome débris 
of burning. It probably represents the Egyptian 
Conquest of Palestine, whether that of the time of 
Thothmes and Amenophis or the earlier one in Hyksos 
days is yet to be determined. The fascinating experi- 
ence of watching ancient history come out before 
one’s eyes day after day is very great. It is intoxi- 
cating, one feels day after day as if living under the 
influence of a great -stimulant. We are obliged to 
sleep long and rest often, as one in an exciting cam- 
paign long drawn out. 

All the time, the pottery keeps us oriented correctly. 
Immediately we go below a pavement and enter a new 
layer, the pottery runs true to form. Here in this 
layer, only Middle Bronze Age pottery appears. And 
very soon we shall go down to the lowest layer and 
then we shall have only the Early Bronze Age pottery, 
like that from the days of Abraham and Lot brought 
from Bab ed Draa, the High Place of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. 

The season draws near to the close, but the work 
seems to grow greater and greater. : 

KirJATH-SEPHER. : 








The Victorious Life’ 

















Caves hundred delegates have already received 


great blessing at the five Victorious Life Confer- 
ences that have been held this summer at the Conference 
Grounds at Keswick Grove, N. J.. And there is still 
the Labor Day Week-End Conference to come — from 
August 31 to September 3. 

The speakers include:: Harold S. Laird, L. L. Leg- 
ters, Mr. and Mrs. J. Harvey Borton, Addison C. 
a Charles A. Blatchley, and\\Charles G. Trum- 

ull, 

The purpose of the conferences is to show hungry- 
hearted Christians the offer in God’s Word of a.life 
of sustained fellowship with God, victory over sin, 
and power in service, through Christ as Saviour, Lord, 
and Life; and God’s call to all, as missionary Chris- 
tians, to share this with others. 

For information, and in making all registrations, 
please address Victorious Life Testimony, Rooms 80- 


‘83, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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Lesson for September 9,. Acts 17 : 16 to 18:17; 
z Corinthians 2: 1-16;.1 Timothy. 2 : 3-7 




















Girls’ Problems of. Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 








delphia. No . 

published in The Sunday School Times; and .if ;ques- 
are too personal for an answer in 

columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 

vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I am enclosing a letter from a girl 
friend of mine, I am sure you will understand my reason 
for writing to you. My friend and I have been friends 
from grammar school: days. After our high school days 
I learned to know. Jesus Christ as my personal Saviour, 
and in his strength have lived: for him since. I am now 
working in an office, while my friend’s* father became a 
Spiritualist and now she too.has become interested in 
Spiritism. She is now an actress in~ . The letter 
I received today made me rather sad. How well do I 
remember the last time: she stayed overhight with me, 
and how. she kneeled beside my bed in prayer before we 
went to bed. She was such a pure and clean-cut girl and 
oh, the happy times we have spent together with our dolls! 
And now she is spending all her strength in the service 
of Satan. She is a very brillignt:-girl.. I thank God for 
the opportunity to testify to her of Him. feel unable 
to send her a tactful reply to her letter, so have sent it to 
you, asking you please to give her some light that might 
point her to our Saviour. I can’t tell‘ you what The 
Sunday School Times has meant to me. I am so glad I 
can read it and feel sure that I am reading sound matter.— 
A TIMES READER. vi. oss 

Dear B: Your long letter has been lying here two months 
and I have been so occupied with happenings here that I 
have been in no mood to write. Especially your letter is hard 
to answer because you and I are interested in such widely 
different things. r love enjoying the beautiful things in 
this world, and if I don’t learn all my lessons in this life, 
I will be sent back to learn them’ or others. I’ve been 
here: several times before, once in Ancient -Egypt, again 
in Ancient Persia, Greece, and Assyria. I am here to do 
the best I can and: learn as much: as I. can—to be fine 
and noble and more than that no one can do. I am in 
a work that I selected because it is beautiful and inspiring 
and by it I hope to thrill and uplift people—give them 
beautiful thoughts and ideas instead of ‘standing in a 
pulpit and shaking. one’s fist at ‘people, telling them what 
sinners they are. That “Original’ Sin” theory is the most 
unjust, injurious, ridiculous, sinful :thing.ever preached. 
We are not all sinners. At least I am not, Some of us 
make mistakes, some_of us commit sins and crimes, but 
we were not sinners from birth, and we alf go to the place 
we make for ourselves, when we die, according to our 
development. Jesus gave us principles by Which to guide 
ourselves to reach the highest developnient, and so’ did 
Zoroaster, Buddha, Confucius, and other: great: teachers. 


EAR “READER”: Perhaps you could answer 
_your friend in a letter something .like the fol- 


lowing : ; 


My dear : ‘I have read and reread your 
letter, trying to get some comfort from its lines, and 
to see how you are getting happiness out of your 
way of thinking, and I find it difficult to see any- 
thing but emptiness. You and I love each other 
enough to want jkappiness for the other, and if you 
have anything that is able to bring joy-and comfort, 
you should want to share it, just as I want to share 
with you all the joy I have. You speak of wanting 
the beautiful things of this world; and my soul thrills 
as I look around me, and find that all the ‘wonderful 
and beautiful things in the world were made by_my 
Father, and were made that we should have all the 
enjoyment from them that we will take. - Of course, 
if we turn aside from them and see nothing but the 
material view of them, how can we understand them, 
or allow them to become a part of us, in our think- 
ing? If we leave the Creator out of our considera- 
tion, and take some fable or some heathen ideas of 
reincarnation or of beauty (so-called) from the 
emptiness of the human mind, then I can see how we 
are really under an influence that cannot comprehend 
the wisdom and greatness of God or even His handi- 
work. I could not be satisfied with learning lessons 
today here, and then tomorrow in’ some other land. 
What is the purpose of it all? Why not continue 
right here in this beautiful land? Why go to a land 
so far removed: from the present civilization, and 
make my development in a country whose brains and 
growth have been so far below what I have had here? 

You take exception to the “original sin” question, 
while I know so well from observation and experi- 
ence that original sin is a reality. Have you ever 
studied the child life from its beginning of conscious- 
ness? Have you ever observed the lives of those 
in our Own country who have never for several gen- 
erations had any spiritual light, and noted the 
grossness and the total lack of spirituality? Have 
you ever seen men who have been twice born, and 
noted the marvelous change wrought by the experi- 
ence of accepting the power of Jesus Christ to change 
their desires for sin to~desires for righteousness? 
Do you know, my dear, that beautiful thoughts never 
created a change of heart? Do you know you can 
never make the blackness of sin into the lily. white 












. essential to success. 
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of-the snow? There is only one thing for that change, 


. and..you.will never grow into your highest and best 


until you. get. down to what you are, and then take 
the power — which is the blood of Jesus to cleanse 
you—and:then grow in the grace of this same 


. Lord Jesus who died that we might know God. For- 


get~the minister who preached as you say, and get 
down to .the real facts about sin. What is sin? 
Unless you get rid of it, you will find you will have to 
suffer: its fruit and its: results. With this old world 
groaning under its weight of doubt, and its effort to 
rid ‘itself of wickedness and crime, do we have to be 
convinced ‘of inbred sin? Is there not enough to 
cause us to hunger for something real and powerful 
to overthrow its influence and bring us to a place 
where self can be cleansed and defeated? 


et nat 
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How adjvoit.the evil one is, in trying to show us we 
are pure without the help of God! How we are blinded 
in thinking that we can be saved in any other way 
than the way of the cross!’ I would plead with you 
for your future, that you give up these human ideas, 
and-take upon your heart the “wisdom that is from 
above.” All else will disappoint you and make you 
miserable, I do not.want to argue with you, but I 
do want you to know that I cannot tear you from my 
heart, nor cease to be anxious and.to desire the hap- 
piness that I have tried and tested to be yours. I 


-shall pray for this, and hope to see the day when 


you will renounce these human notions, and accept. 
the wisdom--that will give you. life and more than 
that, the “abundant life,” which will be yours for 
now and éternity. 





mr nr 
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Instilling ideas of reverence, obedience, and 
worship in the most impressionable years 


- How We-Plan Our Primary Programs 


ma i ene 
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By Elsie M. Hubachek - 














ta THE Primary Department we have problems 
that do not concern any other branch of the Sun- 
day-scheol. For instance, we must always remember 
to play with the children; we. must not expect any 
concentration and very little close attention; we 
must not try to give more than one important idea 
during a single session. Still, we must teach. 

well-planned program, therefore, is absolutely 
For that reason, I like to unify 
the work through a period of weeks, developing one 
theme, through lessons and opening and closing exer- 
cises. The theme may be “Little Children, Love: One 
Another” or “Gbedience to God” or “The Fatherhood 
of God:” QGften a memory verse expresses a theme 
and I use that. The theme is written on a blackboard. 
I read it after the opening prayer or have the older 
children read it. Then we discuss it. Often I have 
a picture or pictures to illustrate it. Usually -one 
of our hymns is based on the same idea. In that 
way, we connect our opening exercises: with the les- 
son story, and through a unified program are better 
able to teach a truth effectively. 

It may seem strange to speak of using imagination 
in teaching religion, but undoubtedly it takes imagi- 
nation te present facts forcefully to the child mind. 
That is why we “play” as we teach. 

As an example of how we “play,” I might describe 
my method ef teaching hymns. First we memorize 
the words through mental. pictures. The children close 
their eyes and try to “see” what I read to them. Take 
“Jesus, Tender Shepherd, Hear Me” as an exaniple. 
The word Shepherd is explained, and a picture of the 
Good Shepherd-is shown. ‘Then the children close 
their eyes and see themselves in place of the sheep. 
“Can you see Jesus taking your hand?” “I can al- 
most feel it,” answered one boy. Then we repeat 
the first two lines several times. “Through the dark- 
ness be Thou near me” gives us a chance for more 
mental pictures. Each child forms his own, each 
sees his bedroom and everything connected with night. 
We discuss the pictures and then we try to “see” 
Jesus near our beds. In a short time the whole verse 
is memorized, and the children unconsciously absorb 
the idea of a near and loving and personal God. 

Once the words of the first verse are memorized 
we consider the tune. I play the new hymn as “quiet- 
ing music” before the session. Or some one plays 
it over and over while the children are coming in, 
just as though she were practicing it. Perhaps they 
are not consciously listening, but some of the children 
hear it, and the more musically inclined ask, “Is that 
our new hymn?” - When it is time for-hymn study 
I ask for absolute quiet and play the hymn through 
once. Then we talk about it. “Who has heard it 
before? Do you like it? Do you know what words 
we can sing to that? Let’s repeat the words.” After 
that I play the melody and ask them silently to fit 
the words and musit. I sing it as I play it this time. 
“Now you fit the words yourselves, and when I stop 
playing tell me what -word you're singing.” That’s 
a game for them and it assures me that they will 
listen to the music without any conscious effort at 
concentration. They must combine the words and 
musi¢ for themselves. I stop anywhere and usually 
two-thirds of the children shout the right word. The 
next Sunday we sing the first .two lines, and so 
gradually learn the entire hymn. After we have 
worked over a new hymn for a while we usually sing 
one of our old favorites as a “reward” and for 
relaxation. 

I have never used a regular hymn book in my 
Primary work. I collect appropriate hymns from 
many. books, and am always searching for hymns 
-that have a mélody appeal and words that can be 
fully explained. It seems a waste of precious time 
to teach. small children hymns that are too symbolic. 
No matter how beautiful they are, they seem useless 
if they are beyond the comprehension of little folk. 


In the Primary Department the work must. be 
more personal than in any other department. It is 
important to write'a card to the sick, to welcome back- 
Jennie or Harry or Dolly after an absence, to recog- 
nize birthdays with a button and a class wish, and in 
every possible way to make each child feel that he or 
she is absolutely important to the Sunday-school and 
its teachers. _With little children that is necessary 
in order to win their attention and through that their 
love and respect. I am glad occasionally to allow 
conversations about things entirely foreign to Sun- 
day-school in order to understand the children better, 
but of course these conversations must not be allowed 
to grow too long. We have scrapbooks, which the 
pupils work over at home, and we have many kinder- 
garten devices for teaching through play. Occasion- 
ally we also have very impressive moments of silence 
during which we “think a prayer” or thank God for a 
definite blessing. This is a restful moment which 
teaches. reverence and silent communion. 

The mothers can help the Primary Department 
workers if they know the plan of the lessons. Nat- 
urally, with plans that cover several weeks, the bits 
that are retold: at home may not give the correct idea 
of the whole. For that reason, a mother’s meeting 
is a helpful arrangement. 

A group. of. Primary teachers and- their superin- 
tendent had such a meeting and made it a very enjoy- 
able as well as profitable afternoon. It was held at 
the Sunday-school. A musical program was arranged 
cae of the mothers had. been asked to help enter- 
tain), and. the superintendent allowed. herself fifteen 
minutes to outline the work and to show some of the 
pictures and scrapbooks and other materials used. 
Questions and answers followed...The minister came 
in and spoke a few words. Tea was served, and dur- 
ing the social hour the teachers met their own par- 
ticular “mothers.” It was well worth the small 
amount of trouble connected with it. 

Undoubtedly, the Primary Department of the Sun- 
day-school is one of. its most important branches. 
From it must come the future strength and numbers 
of the main school and the church itself. But aside 
from that consideration, it is. important because it 
deals with children of the impressionable years. The 
ideas of reverence, obedience, and worship given in 
the Primary Department, and the pictures of 
developed there, may fade during later years, but 
they are seldom entirely erased. 

Hitspate, N. J. 


ye 
A Home and School Association 
By Jennie E. Stewart 


[* IS not unusual to hear parents of Sunday-school 
children complain of certain problems in the school 
and the way they are handled.. “If I were running 
things I would do so and. so,” is a frequent expression. 
On the other hand, Sunday-school workers are prone 
to think they could do much better veoxrk among cer- 
tain lines if only the parents would do so and so. 

In Paducah, Kentucky, one school has a Patent and 
Teacher Association that does much to clear away all 
these complications. In.addition to their regular, dis- 
cussion programs, they bring forward at each meet- 
ing at least one problem of general interest to the 
school. Teachers, officers, or parents may present 
these subjects. 

The results are a gradual wearing away of differ- 
ences between parents and Sunday-school officers and 
teachers, and a general strengthening of the weakest 
points in the school. It does us all good to get the 


other person’s viewpoint and strive to apply it to our ~ 
own weak points. 


Bou.per, Coto, 
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LESSON I. SEPTEMBER 9. PAUL IN ATHENS AND CORINTH 
International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 17:16 to 18: 17; 1 Cor. 2: 1-16; I Tim. 2: 3-7 
Golden Text.—For I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.—1 Cor. 2: 2 














The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Fereword 


All things do serve Thee here, 
All creatures great and small: 
Make use of me, of me, my God, 
The meanest of them all. 
—Dr. H. Bonar. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 18:1.—Athens. The city of Athens is said to 
have been founded by Cecrops 1550 B. C. Cecrops 
was the leader of a band of colonists from Sais at 
the mouth of the Nile. In 1068 B. C. the monarchy 
came to an end. For it was substituted the rule of 
Archons. Each of these officials was chosen for life 
and exercised the regal power. In 171 B. C. the term 
of office was limited to ten years. And about 100 B. C. 
the office became an annual one. The two most famous 
Archons were Draco and Solon. The former drew 
up.a.code of laws of stern severity. His name is per- 
petuated in the English word “draconian” as descrip- 
tive of anyone stern and severe. But Draco’s severity 
disgusted the people, and in 594 Solcn instituted milder 
laws and a more democratic constitution. In New 
Testament times Athens, like the rest of the Near 
East, was under the Roman Empire. , 

Corinth was the capital of the Roman province of 
Achaia, the center of government and commerce. . Its 
situation on the great central trade route between 
Rome and the East made it of importance from the 
standpoint of the trader and also from that of the 
apostle. For any new movement in Corinth whether 
material or spiritual speedily made itself felt far and 
wide. Corinth stood upon a low and narrow isthmus. 
Across this neck of land in ancient times small 
ships were carried or hauled. Larger vessels could 
not be treated in this way, and as no canal appears 
to have been cut in ancient times, the bigger ships 
had to unload and transship both goods and passen- 
gers. 


Verse 2.—Aquila. Three links helped to join Aquila 
with Paul: nationality, occupation, and religion. This 
last seems clear from the fact that Aquila was pre- 
pared to welcome one whom the majority of his fel- 
lew..countrymen regarded with considerable disfavor. 
If this were the case, it seems as if he must. already 
have accepted the first principles of the Christian 
faith, though his further progress was doubtless largely 
due: to Paul’s teaching. But if so, he and his wife 
Priscilla may be reckoned as among the very earliest 
members of the church at Rome. And it would be 
from .them that Paul would learn those particulars 
regarding. the state of that church to which he after- 
ward referred in his Epistle. 

Priscilla. In four out of the six places where: the 
pair are mentioned in the New Testament Priscilla 
comes first. Hort has on this ground suggested that 
she was a member of a distinguished Roman family 
who had married a Jew. Her name is also connected 
with one of the old cemeteries in Rome. A more 
probable suggestion is that both the husband and wife 
were freedmen of a prominent Roman family, though 
this would not account for the fact that the wife is 
so often mentioned before the husband. 


Claudius was born to B. C. at Lugudunum (Lyons). - 


On the death of Gaius in A. D. 40 he was proclaimed 
Emperor by the Praetorian guards. He had always 
been treated by his family as a half imbecile, but ‘his 


defects seem to have been physical ‘rather than mental. 


While his nephew Gaius was on the throne Claudius — 


had been the butt of the Emperor’s rollicking com- 
But the more far-sighted, like Herod. 


panions. 


Agrippa, had taken care to cultivate his friendship, . 


Claudius died October 13, A. D. 54. 


Pontus was the name used in a vague way to des- : 


ignate certain large tracts of country in the northeast © 


of ‘Asia Minor adjoining the Black Sea. Claudius had 


commanded all the Jews to depart from Rome. . 


Suetonius, the Roman historian, says that this expul- _ 


sion was caused by a series of disturbances due to the 
action of Chrestus. This seems like an obvious heathen 
error for Christ. 


Rome by unknown disciples. 
this edict was found in practice to be unworkable and 
probably was never entirely carried out and soon be- 
came a dead letter. The date of the edict according 
to Ramsay was A. D. 50. If so, Aquila arrived in 
Corinth about six months before Paul. 

Verse 7.—He went into the house of a certain man. 
The distinction between the period of work in the 


synagogue and. the more. general preaching to the - 


1 _ The disturbances may have had _ 
some connection with the preaching of the Gospel at .. 
It would appear that , 


Devotional Reading; 1 Cor. 13 : 4-13. 
Primary Topic: Paul Tells of Jeeus in Two Great Cities. __ 
Lesson Material; Acts 17:16 to 18:17; 1 Cor. 2: x-16; x Tim, 


2: 37. 
Memory Verse: I will trust and not be afraid.—Isa. 12:2. 
Junior Topic: Paul Tells of Jesus in Two Great Cities. 
— Material; Acts 17:16 to 18:17; 1 Cor. 2: 1-26; x 
im. 2: 3-7. 
Memory ieee With good courage we say, The Lord is my 
helper, I will not fear.—Heb, 13 :6, 
Intermediate atid Senior Topic: Paul as a Worker. 
tom, for Young People and Adults: Paul, Preacher and 
eacher, 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Acts 18: 1-11; 1 Tim. 2: 3-7 


Acts 18:1 After these things he departed from Athens, 
and came to Corinth. 2 And he found a certain Jew named 
Aquila, a man of Pontus by race, lately come from Italy, 
with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded 
all the Jews to depart from Rome: and he came unto 
them; 3 and because he was of the same trade, he abode 
with them, and they wrought; for by their trade they 
were tentmakers. 4 And he reasoned in the synagogue 
every sabbath, and 1 persuaded Jews and Greeks. 

S But when Silas and Timothy came down from Mace- 
donia, Paul was constrained by the word, testifying te the 
Jews that Jesus was the Christ. 6 And when they opposed 
themselves and * blasphemed, he shook out his raiment and 
said unto them, ‘Your blood be upon your own heads; I 
am clean: from henceforth I will go unto the Gentiles. 
7 And he departed thence, and went into the house of a 
certain man named Titus Justus, one that worshipped God, 
whose house joined hard to the synagogue. 8 And Crispus, 
the ruler of the synagogue, * believed in, the Lord with all 
his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, 
and were baptized. 9 And the Lord said unto Paul in the 
night by a vision, Be not afraid, but speak and hold not 
thy peace: 10 for I am with thee, and no man shall set 
on thee to harm thee: for I have much people in this 
city. 11 And he dwelt there a year and six months, teach- 
ing the word of God among them. 


1 Tim. 2:3 This is good and acceptable im the sight of 
God our Saviour; 4 who would have all men to be saved, 
and come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one 
God, one mediator also between God and men, himself 
man, Christ Jesus, 6 who gave hi lf ar for all; 
the testimony to be borne in its own times; 7 whereunto I 
was appointed a ‘preacher and an apostle (I speak the 
truth, I lie not), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and 
truth. 

2Gr., sought to persuade. 7Or, railed. °%Gr., be- 
lieved the Lord. *Gr., herald. 

Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make. sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 











populace is specially emphasized by Luke in connec- 
tion with Corinth. Titus Justus was evidently a-Ro- 
man or a Latin; one of the colonists of the Roman 
colony. of Corinth. Like the centurion Cornelius he 
had been attracted to the synagogue, but now he -pro- 
ceeds from Judaism to Christianity. It was rather 
trying for ‘the Jews to have their opponent entrenched 
next door to the synagogue, and it was not surprising 
that the next stage of the history was in a law court. 





Paul’s Tents 


By Amos R. Wells 


OW many noble tents were made by Paul! 
4 Coarse in their texture, rude and rustical, yet 
firm''and -strong, outlasting centuries, and never 
monarchs owned such tents as these. Patiently 
stitching with his clumsy thread, what glorious tents 
. the master hand outspread! How beautiful their 
curves, how wide their sweep, how fine their call to 
Jabor or to sleep! One is the tent of peace; beneath 
its roof all harrying fears seem blessedly aloof : it is 
the home of praise, the house of prayer, and all the 
_ Sweet beatitudes are there. - One is the tent of pur- 
" ity; within its walls of whiteness we escape our sin. 
God’s mér<y falls upon our barren pride, and all our 
evil thoughts are'left outside. One is the tent of 
_ wisdom ; how the room with flowers of lovely learn- 
ing seémis-abloom, and how the loftiest knowledge 
of the Lord is there our treasure and our high re- 
ward! Ah, the fair tents that came from Workman 
Paul! And who could ever catalogue them all ?— 
the tent of service and glad helpfulness, the tent ‘of 
honor «nd of high success, the tent of power and thé 
tent of love, the tent of workship fragrant from 
above,— maker of tents wherein God’s people dwell, 
your needle and your thread were handled well! 











Verse 8.—Crispus was. one of the few whom Paul 
baptized with his own hands (1 Cor..1:14). Believed 
in the Lord. The literal rendering of this verse is 
“Believed the Lord,” as in the margin. Or as we 
ery translate in modern phraseology, “Trusted the 

rd.” 


Verse 10—I have much people in this city. Com- 
pare John 10:16, “Other sheep,” and 1 Timothy: 2: 3, 
“This is good.” It is according to God’s will that we 
should pray for all men. For it is his will that all 
men should be saved. Note the contrast between ‘this 
statement and that implied in Acts 18:10. In order 
to know the truth we need both statements to be be- 
fore us: (1) God would have all men to be saved; 
(2) God knows that there are certain people who will 
accept the offer. 


A Lesson Outline 
Paul 
1. Paying expenses (v. 3) 
. Preaching Christ (vs. 4, 5) 
3. Persuading opponents (v. 4) 
4. Preparing for the future (v. 7) 
5. Persevering daily (v. 11) > 


Golden Topics 


1. The value of Christian friendship—Paul made 
lifelong friends in Aquila and Priscilla. God’s clocks 
keep perfect time. God had scheduled the connection 
between Paul and this devoted pair. Their expulsion 
from Rome no doubt seemed a trying experience for 
them, but it led to a friendship that enriched their 
lives. The wrath of man once more: brought praise 
to God in working out his plans. 


2. The hallowing of daily work.—There ought to 
be nothing secular in a Christian’s life. Paul toiling 
at his heavy weaver’s loom was just as much busy 
about his Master’s work as when he was reasoning in 
the synagogue. Only a very marked call from God 
should lead ‘anybody. to give up his ordinary work and 
become a minister or even a missionary (cf. 1 Cor. 
7:20). We must be proved faithful in our secular 
work before we can expect God to call us to or to trust 
= = the sacred work of winning souls (cf. Luke 
16: 11). 


3. Even a man like Paul. was helped by reinforce- 


is) 


ments (v. 5).—So we need not to be too proud to - 


acknowledge our indebtedness to others. 

4. Marked results were seen in Corinth—Perhaps 
this was connected with the fact that there seems to 
cit been for some reason special emphasis on Paul’s 
trade. 

5. Paul’s dependence upon God—Here at Corinth 
when things were going ‘on so encouragingly God 
specially interposed to cheer his dear servant with the 
assurance that he was with him. The very success 
must ‘have been a big strain. “And it was just ‘like 
our Father to do this, 


The Practical Aim © 
To get the pupils to see that everything a Christian 
does ought to be work for God, whether it be what 
we term secular or what we term religious. 
Final Word 
Work, for the day is coming, 
o time for sighing now: 


Harps for the hands once drooping, 
Wreaths for the victor’s brow. 


Now morning light is. breaking, 
Soon will the day appear. 
Night. shades appall no longer: 

Jesus our Lord is near. 


Tunsripce WELLS, Enc. 
ye 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method .of. providing these questions is: an unusual: °°: 


one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing’ character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HAT was the Greek conception of deity? 
2. What does the altar “To The Unknown God* 
prove? 
3. In what three ways did Paul téll the Athenians that 
this “unknown God” had revealed himself ? 


4. What “new thing,” —actually before unheard of, 
even by these highly cultured Athenians,—did Pavil 
preach on Mars. Hill? 











Lesson for September 9, Acts 17:16 to 18:17; 
x Corinthians 2: 1-16; 1 Timothy 2: 3-7 


5. What were the marked differences between Athens 
and Corinth, in Paul’s day? 


6. In what respect did Paul have an open door in 
Corinth which did not exist in Athens? 


7. What difference do you note in Paul’s preaching in 
Athens and in Corinth? 


8. What notable converts did Paul make in Corinth? 

9. What letters did Paul write while in Corinth? 

10. What noteworthy literary products have we as 
a result of the labors of Paul in these two cities? 

t1. In what city did Paul receive very different treat- 
ment from the Roman rulers than that which Gallio gave 
him when accused? 


12. How did it happen that Paul knew how to make 


tents? 


13. How does this lesson furnish us with a definite 
date in the life of Paul? 

14. What was Paul’s method of preaching? 

15. Name a result not often mentioned as coming from 
true Christian fellowship, experienced by Paul in this 
incident. 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


we 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Getting “Next” to Folks.—Because he was of the 
same trade, he abode with them, and they wrought 
(Acts 18:3). When a man or woman acquires an 
accomplishment, — and a handicraft or trade is as 
much an accomplishment as an art or a profession, 
and a much surer meal ticket,—God can and will 
use. it in his service. That, too, whether mechanic, 
musician, painter, doctor, lawyer, school teacher, or 
tentmaker. Paul had all that the colleges of that 
day had to give, plus a very homely trade. Paul’s 
trade “put him next,” as the boys would say. My 
mashed. index. finger, the trade mark of my apprentice- 
ship in the machine shop, has gotten me farther and 
better in my work for the Master than my college 
degree of C.E. What is it Kipling sings, “The Col- 
onel’s lady and Judy O’Grady: are sisters under the 
skin,” or something like that. (See Psa. 33: 15.) 
Did I ever tell you about Fred Ramsey’s man ‘Dan’ ? 
Fred Ramsey was President of one of Cleveland’s 
fargest industries, and Dan was the factory chauffeur. 
Fred had Dan drive me dewn to Akron. Dan would 
not talk except just “Yes, sir’ and “No, sir,” for I 
was the “Big Boss’s guest.’ When we went to lunch 
in Akron at one of the white letter restaurants I 
ordered corned ‘beef: and cabbage. Dan said, “Me too.” 
I at once became a “regular feller,” and Dan’s tongue 
broke loose, and we had a big time the rest of the day. 
Pigs’ knuckles have also done the same thing for 
me,: as has my mutilated finger, in helping me get 
down where folks live and point the way up. Yes, and 
I am just as fond of lobster as I am of baked beans, 
ham and cabbage, pigs’ knuckles, pepper pot, chpwder, 
and other substantials. Paul did a. great work in 
Corinth among the mechanics and folks.. He did. noth- 


- jng much in Athens améng the intelligentsia and new- 
“Highbrows”..and “Dudes” . 


thinkers (Acts 17:21). 
no doubt the Corinthian mechanics. called them. Hand 
your trade or vocation over to the. Lord and say, 
“Thou art worthy, O Lord; and I am for thy good 
pleasure,” and then: square yourself for the fun you 
are going to have working together .with Him} 
The Pat on the. Back.—And the Lord said unto 
Paul... Be not afraid, but speak and hold not thy 
peace: for I: am- with thee. (vs. 9, 10). And so Mr. 
De Tarsus, with all’ your ginger and pep and spunk 
and nerve and: devotion, you are built like the rest 
of us! Have to get-the pat on the back now and then 
and be assured of substantial backing. When I run 
across one of the self-sufficient. men or women I 
never argue, but just laugh and then watch and wait. 
The catastrophe rarely fails to arrive. Job tells you, 
5:7 and 14:1; see also John 16:33. One of the 
nicest men I ever met' in. business sold out his plant 
for fifty million dollars. He was the “biggest man” 
in his town, but he was blackballed in a certain order 
there because, when asked, “Do you believe in God?” 
he replied, “I believe onty in John. Doe.” “Mr. Doe, 
do you mean to say you do not believe in a Supreme 
Being?” He repeated, “I believe in John Doe.” The 
order would not accept him, influential man though 
he was. His prosperity was too much for him, and 
he died before his time. A fortune hunter across the 
sea gathered in his widow, and a fortune huntress did 
the same for his only son, millions and all. This fine 
man got the millions for a very little while; he died 
in his prime. He had no divine hand upon the shoul- 
der to steady that mysterious thing inside we call “our 
nerves.” Every man of affairs, especially big affairs, 
to be. safe, must have an ear for Heaven— or away 
he will go. Those who*get letters from me in my 
own hand know I generally sign “Deuteronomy 31: 
6.” :I want my correspondent to get that promise. 
I often also put “Proverbs 16:7.” Why do I. not 
put a New Testament text? Because New Testament 


‘Sunday-school ! 


tinued at the option of the teacher. 
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texts are more familiar and daily used. There is noth- 
ing a real man will not undertake when he feels 
Heaven is backing him. 


Specialists.—/ was appointed a preacher and an 
apostle ...a teacher of the Gentiles m faith and truth 
(1 Tim. 2:7). Paul proclaims himself a specialist. 
So we see that specializing in ears, noses, eyes, hearts, 
lungs, and the like in medicine, and in corporation, 
criminal, marine, patent, and the like in law, and all 
the many other “specialities” is not a modern inven- 
tion. Paul centuries ago had a specialty — “Gentiles.” 
As you read on in Paul’s career you will find he “made 
every lick count.” The trouble with some Christian 
workers is they have not learned to concentrate. They 
undertake to cover everything religious. They do 
a little Sunday-school, a little church, a littlé mission- 
ary effort, a little this, a little that, and consequently 
never get very far in anything. They are not de- 
pendable in the Sunday-school. Maybe they will be 
in the church if the weather is right “and we dan’t 
have company.” When it comes to missions, they 
just go along as cheaply as circumstances will permit. 
But look out for the fellow who specializes on the 
He gets somewhere as a scholar, 
teacher, or superintendent. The “church fellow’ is 
the minister’s joy and dependence. The missionary 
specialist, the first thing you know, when he has the 
means is taking a trip around the world visiting mis- 
sions. He is likely to be wholly (or in part) having 
a missionary of his own. Some build hospitals. I 
happen to have known some of these hospital builders. 
Mr. Louis Severance of Cleveland, Mr. John H. Con- 
verse and Mr. John Wanamaker of Philadelphia, Mr. 
Charles L. Huston of Coatesville. Mr. Converse spe- 
cialized in evangelism. Mr. Wanamaker specialized 
in Sunday-schools. Mr, Huston succeeded Mr. Con- 
verse as an evangelist specialist. Mr. Severance was 
a Christian College specialist. Dr. Pearson of Chi- 
cago was a Christian College specialist. Mr. Men- 
tholatum -Hyde .was .an--everything-good specialist. 
Mr. John Huyler (the candy man) was a Rescue Mis- 
sion specialist. By the way, Mr. Severance’s brother 
was seriously injured while traveling in Egypt. His 
life was saved because there was a well equipped hos- 
pital within reach. It was one of the modern hospitals 
Mr. ee Severance had given .to Egypt (Eccles, 
TY: *): 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week's Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Profe of Educat at Juniata College 








Tur PrincipLe or CoMPARISON.—Train pupils 
to make comparisons and thus detect significant 
likenesses and differences. 











N GENERAL the differences between. Athens and 

Corinth may be summarized in the fact that one 
was a center of learning, the other a center of com- 
merce. The elaboration of the contrast may be con- 
Our lesson cen- 
ters in Paul's relation to the two cities, and in almost 
every respect we find here, too, a contrast. It is true 
that he won converts in both, and among them some 
persons of importance, but upon-the city of culture 
the Gospel seems to have made no such impression 
as it did upon the city of commerce. The two letters 
to the. Corinthians, and the absence of any such letters 
to Athens, are evidence upon this point. It is not to 
be overlooked, however, that at Corinth there seems 
to have been a favorable situation that did not exist 
at Athens, ramely, the presence of a great many of 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessong for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. July 1.—The Early Life of Saul 
Deuteronomy 6: 4-9; Philippians 3 : 4-6; Acts 22: 3, 27,- 
2. July 8—Saul and Stephen Acts 7:54 to 8: 
22:3, 4, 19, 20; 26:4, § 9-11; Galatians 1 : 13, 
3 July 15—The Conversion of Saul 
Acts 9:1-19a; 22: 6-16; 1 Corinthians 15 : 8 
4 July 22—Saul’s Early Ministry 
Acts 9 : 19b-30; 11 : 19-30; “12:25; Galatians 1: 19-18 
5. July 2.—The First Foreign Missiénaries .:Acts 13 : 1-52 
6. August 5.—Paul in a Pagan Country ....,Acts 14: 1-28 
g7. Augtist 12—The Council at Jerusalem 


E28 


Acts 15 : 1-35; Galatians 5: 1-15 
8 August 19—Paul Carries the Gospel Into. Europe 
‘ Acts 15 : 36 to 16:19 
9. August 26.—Paul in a Roman Prison ...... Acts 16 :'16-40 
10. September 2.—Paul in Thessalonica 
Acts 17: 1-15; Romans 1§ : 18-20; 1 Thessalonians 5 : 12-23 
11, September 9.—Paul in Athens and Corinth. ..Acts 17 : 16 
to 18:17; 1 Corinthians 2: 1-16; 1 Timothy 2 : 3-7 
12, September 16.—Paul Writes to His Friends in Corinth 
1 Corinthians 1 to 4 
13. September 23.—The Christian Basis of Total 
Abstinence, (Temperance Lesson.).1 Corinthians 8 ; 3-33 
14. September 3j0—Review: Paul the Missionary. 
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those to whom Paul’s approach was easy. Both the 
commercial character of the city and the Claudian 
edict had caused Corinth to be a center for Jewish 
activity. And while the usual rejection of the mes- 
sage was here encountered, here, too, was the con- 
version of an unusual Jewish notable, the ruler of 
the synagogue, and also the contact with those note- 
worthy Jewish helpers in the Gospel, Aquila and 
Priscilla, : 

As there is a contrast between the idolatry of the 
philosophers of Athens and the monotheism of the 
Jews of Corinth, so there is a contrast between the 
Athenian interest in something new and the fierce 
opposition of the Jews to Paul’s Gospel. But the 
striking fact is that the latter yielded more for Christ 
than did the former. Paul’s experience here with 
the Roman representative was quite in contrast with 
the one at Philippi, but exactly in accord with the 
promise of the Lord to him in the vision of the night. 
Of course, Paul’s residence at Corinth was far longer 
than at Athens. Not having been driven from Athens, 
he must have been led of the Lord not only to move on 
to Corinth but to remain there as he did. It is in- 
teresting that his labors in each city have yielded 
us a literary treasure,—the address on Mars Hill 
and the thirteenth and fifteenth of First Corinthians. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 


Me 
The Mlustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully _a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note. the conditions means.that geod 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. . 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. : 
Preference will be given to illustra s on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 
Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
need 


For the lesson of December 23, illustrations are 
desired on the optional Christmas lesson, Luke 
2:8-20, instead of on the. lesson, “Paul’s Last 

Message.” 


Who Feels Sin’s Burden?—When they heard of 
the resurrection of the dead, some mocked (Acts 17: 
32). As an Indian evangelist was preaching, a flip- 
pant youth interrupted him. “You tell about the 
burden of sin. I feel none. How heavy is it? 
Eighty pounds? Ten pounds?” The preacher an- 
swered, “Tell me, if you laid a four-hundred-pound 
weight on a corpse, would it feel the load?” “No, 
because it is dead,” replied the youth. The preacher 
said, “That spirit, too, is dead which feels no load 
of sin.’"—From the Record of Christian Work. Sent 
by Mrs. Louis C. Hall, Milledgeville, Ga. Prize il- 
lusbration. 


Long in Advance.—Some mocked (17:32). A 
gentleman who was once traveling in a stagecoach 
attempted to divert the company by ridiculing the 
Scriptures. “As to the prophecies,” said he, “in -par- 
ticular, they were all written after the events -took 
place.” A minister in the coach, who had hitherto 
been silent, replied, “Sir, I beg leave to mention one 
particular prophecy as an exception—2 Peter 3:3: 
‘Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last 
days scoffers.’ Now, sir, whether the event be- not 
long after the prediction, I leave the company to 


judge.” The mouth of the scorner was stopped. 
—From the Christian Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, 


Hempsteads, Bacup, Eny. 


Men’s “Commands.”—And he found a certain Jew 
named Aquila, ... lately come from Italy, with his 
wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all 
the Jews to depart from Rome (18:2). How, little 
the unthinking Czar Alexander III dreamed. that, by 
exiling his Jews and sending them to America, Canada, 
and South Africa, he was paving the way for the 
establishment of great Jewries which would be en- 
riched before another generation sufficiently to build 
a home for the Jews of the world in Palestine. The 
Jews of Canada and South Africa have done im- 
mensely well in raising funds for Jewish settlement 
in the Holy Land. The total Zionist budget for the 
current year is ten million dollars, of which the Jews 
of the United States are to raise three-fourths. God’s 
providence is wonderful. The road to Jerusalem for 
world Jewry leads by the way of America. And the 
Americanized Jews will not only give their wealth 
but will one day, when they also return to Palestine, 
introduce to the old land the larger ways of American 
life and culture. But all Israel from all lands will 
be quickened and blessed by their. Lord, the great 
Messiah.—From The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
Emme S. Keller, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Are Tracts Worth While?—Be ‘ot afraid, but 
speak and hold not thy peace (18:9). Aman stepped 
into a street car in New York, and before taking his 
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seat gave to each passenger a little card 
bearing the words, “Look to Jesus. when 
tempted, when troubled, when dying.” 
One of the passengers carefully read the 
card and put it in his pocket. As he left 
the car he said to the giver: “Sir, when 
you gave me this card I was on my way 
to the ferry, intending to jump from 
the boat and drown myself. The death 
of my wife arid son had robbed. me of 
all desire to live, but this card has per- 
suaded me to begin life anew. Good day, 
and God bless you.”—From. the Christian 
Fundamental Magasine. Sent by Miss 
J. B. James, Toronto. 


Logical.—One. mediator also between 
God and men, ... Christ Jesus (1 Tim. 
2:5). The incident occurred in a city 
restaurant. The men at one of the tables 
were conversing on the subject of re- 
ligion, and the argument grew so lively 
that it was impossible for those at the 
nearest tables not to hear. The argu- 
ment was as to whether salvation was by 
works or grace. A Roman Catholic in 
the party insisted that no man can know 
he is saved until he dies, and as a final 
argument he exclaimed: “Well, all I 
can say is this. I have placed myself 
in the hands of -my priest, and he is re- 
sponsible ~ for my salvation.” At this 
point a gentleman arose from his table, 
and lifting his hat, said, “Gentlemen, I 
believe I am well .kown in the Law 
Courts and in this room. I could not 
help hearing the argument, and I feel 
bound to say that our Roman Catholic 
friend is quite logical in what he says. 
I also have placed myself in the hands 
of my Priest and He is responsible for 
my salvation. - The mistake our friend 
has made is that he has chosen the 
wrong priest. My Priest is the Lord 
Jesus. Christ.,—From the Evangelical 
Christian. Sent by M. Taylor, Winni- 
beg, Can. : 


How Does He Mediate?—Who gave 
himself a ransom for all (2:6). -Ona 
Unitarian Chapel: in Edinburgh is this 
inscription: “There is one God, and one 
mediator between God and man, Christ 
Jesus.” Omitted are the words, “Who 
gave himself a ransom for all.” To leave 
out the ransom is to stultify the media- 
torial work of Christ, for it is‘by means 
of his ransom that he mediates.—From 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Emily McFar- 
land, Newark, Ohio. 


Dangerous “Advance.”—Save Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified (Golden Text). 
Dr. Cuyler said: “I am sick of all this 
talk of advanced thought in religion. 
When thought advances beyond the cross 
of Calvary it goes over the precipice.”— 
From the King’s Business. Sent 
Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that in thy Word thou hast 
given us what we most need to know. What- 
ever may be our lack of knowledge in other 
ways, may we be careful not to be ignorant 
of that Word, which is thy message to man. 
May we realize that we remain among the 
ignorant and untrained if we neglect the 
Book of books. Help us, we pray thee, in our 
study of whatever sort, not to give a mean 
and trifling place to the Source-book of 
Knowledge about the highest and most essen- 
tial things. And as we learn, may we be 
eager to pass on to others the saving, life- 
giving truth therein so graciously revealed to 
those who are willing to receive it. In the 
name of our Lord Jesus we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—From the place 
where Paul stood when he preached on 
Mars Hill in Athens, he could look 
right up to the wonderful buildings on 
top of the Acropolis—temples erected 
for the worship of the Greek gods. What 
knowledge the Greeks had gained! How 
learned they were, and what artistic skill 
they had! Yet Paul spoke of their igno- 
rance about God, ignoramce about the 
most important matters! And in Corinth 
what hatred was aroused by his preach- 
ing! I wonder if any of us are missing 
the most important things? Is it pos- 
sible that any of us may be just setting 
our wills against the teaching that we 
are getting from faithful teachers about 
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Jesus Christ? . Some folks even in a 
Sunday-school .are -hard to convince, be- 
cause they -haven’t. come to the point 
where they want to believe. Oh, let us 
open the door of..our lives to the Lord 
today, and welcome him. within! Let us 


pray. 
KNOWING THE W : : . at 


| WHICH Do |. Put: First ? 


% 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Full Surrender.” 

““Not I, But Christ.” 

“None But Christ Can -Satisfy.” 
“When I Survey. the Wondrous Cross.” 
“Beneath the Cross of Jesus.” 

“At Calvary.” > 


(Titles listed below, and mumbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No.:4,”. published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 














tion, Pittsburgh.) 


“Sweeter Are Thy Words’ (249: 1-3). 
, Psalm 119 : 97-104. 
“Thou Hast Ascended” (145 1-3). 


Psalm 99 : 1-5. 

“How Blest the Perfect” (238 : 1-3). 
: ‘ Psalm 119: 1-8. 
“Awake, My Soul” (221 : 1-3), Psalm 108 : 3-6. 


w 
For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Acts 17:16 to 18:17; 1 Cor- 

inthians 2: 1-16; 1 Timothy 2: 3-7. 
The class will remember that at the close 
of our last week’s lesson, we left Paul 
at Athens. . Timothy and Silas stayed to 
tell the people at Thessalonica and Berea 
more about Jesus. 

The people of Athens were great stu- 
dents and thinkers, but with all their 
wisdom and knowledge, they did not 
know the true God. When Paul walked 
through the streets of the city, he saw 


beautiful temples and altars built to many 


false gods. He even saw the images of 
these false gods. Then he saw an altar 
to “The Unknown God.” Paul felt sorry 
to see the people giving all their love 





and worship to these strange, unreal gods, 
who could not answer their prayers or 


give them peace and joy. He went to: 


the synagogue, and told the ie there 
about Jesus, who had died and risen 
from the dead. Then he told the Good 
News to the people he met in the market 
place. 
to the Athenians, who liked to ‘hear. new 
things, so they carried him to®Mars Hill, 
a place where they held court, and asked 
him to explain the new teaching to: them. 

Paul knew from the temples, -altars, 
and images he had seen in the city that 


the Athenians were very religious. But: 
he knew, too, that their worship did not- 


help them, because it was all-guess work. 
It was to an unknown god. Paul wanted 
them to know the one.true God. So he 
told the people that God- had made: the 


world and all things, and -was the -Lord. 


of- Heaven and earth, so he was too-great 
to dwell in temples made.with hands, and 


that he did not need the offerings they- 
had put on their altars, for it .was he who. 


had given them life and .breath and -all 
things. Yet although God is so high and 
great, Paul told the people that he would 
be found of them, because he was near 
to them, and it was he who had: made 
them. Then Paul said that while they did 


not know the true God, that. God had- 


overlooked theiz false worship, but now 
he was sending out the Good News, and 
commanding everybody to repent and 
worship the true God. Paul said that 
one day God would judge the world by 
the very Man who had died for the 
world, and had risen from the. dead. 
Some of the Athenians made light of 
Paul’s message, and some said they would 
hear him again. - But there were some 
who believed. 

After: Paul had told the Good News 
in Athens, and had warned the people 
of the coming judgment, he left, and 
went to tell another heathen city about 
the love of the Lord Jesus. 

Trace the travel line to Corinth. Cor- 
inth was a rich, beautiful city, but the 
people were very sinful. Here Paul 
stayed with a man named Aquila, ‘who 
was a tentmaker. Paul had learned to 
make tents when he was growing up, as 
every Jewish boy had to have a trade. 
So all through the week the great apos- 
tle worked with Aquila making tents, and 
on the Sabbath days he would-go to the 
synagogue, and tell-the Good News to 
the Jews. Silas and Timothy joined Paul 
in Corinth, and they tried hard to get 
the Jews to believe in the Lord, Jesus, 








fe preach Christ 
rucified,-zunto 
the Greeks 
foolishness.” ior1:23 














All that Athens, the EVE of GREECE” 
(type of all worldly wisdom) ° 
could see was some thing to laugh at. = 














& 


My 
F x, 





ye 





ys 


nN\ 


. 


"Snoiw0y 
PIN 


/ 


HI 


Hy 


4 


a Ly, . 


* Milton 





Paul’s message sounded strange- 
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hut they would not. So the missionaries 
stopped preaching in the synagogue -to 
‘the Jews, and preached to the heathen 
in the house of a man named Justus. 
‘Many of the heathen people believed and 
were baptized. 

One night the Lord spoke to Paul in 
a vision, and told him not to be afraid, 
but to keep on telling the Good News, 
and: that nobody would hurt him. Then 
the Lord said, “I -have. much people in 
this city.” Paul stayed in Corinth a year 
and. six.-months, teaching the Word of 
God to the people. When the Jews- ar- 
rested him-and brought him before.Gallio, 
the Roman. governor, to be punished, 
Gallio drove them away, and sure enough, 
Paul was not hurt, just as God had prom- 


1 5 . of 
Sing “I Love to Tell-the Story.” 
=-Cuinten, Si Ge ="; 


#2 
Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Tents. 

Discussion: . Suggest some excuses the 
Devil might have offered to Paul for 
laying dewn on the job—the lack of 
money to support his work, for instance, 
—and test the fellows’ knowledge of 
Paul’s mind and spirit by having them 
show how: Paul would meet those ex- 
cuses. 

Objective: The supreme object. 











Sy fellows, I was out at a Scout 
| Camp yestérday and of course I saw 
tents.. Pup tents and wall tents. I 
thought of Paul and wondered what kind 
of tents he made and who used them. I 
suppose there must have been people in 
that. country, as well as in Palestine, 
who dwelt in tents, or used them in trav- 
eling. Possibly Aquila had a contract or 
a_subcontract to make tents for the Ro- 
man army. In any event, I would venture 
to say that Paul did good work, and the 
tents he made did good service. The 
faithful servant of Christ who urged the 
Corinthians, “Whatsoever ye do, do all 
to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31), 
did not make a shoddy tent.. Suppose you 
had a tent made by Paul the apostle, 
fellows. You would put a high value on 
it. Out on your camp trips you would 
take keen satisfaction in. spending your 
nights and the rainy days ina tent actu- 
ally: made up and sewed together. by. the 
greatest of all -servants of the Lord. You 
would tell everybody about it; you would 
show them the fine workmanship in it, 
the seams so carefully and evenly sewed, 
the rope rings reinforced and so durably 
wrought. And doubtless-you would go 
on to tell your guest that tentmaking was 
only a side line with Paul; that according 
to rabbinical law every Jew was required 
to learn a trade, and Paul conscientiously 
worked at the trade he had learned, in 
order that he might not be an expense 
te the church of Christ he was serving. 
This would perhaps lead you to show 
how careful Paul was to guard the pur- 


man could say he was serving Jesus 
Christ for the money he could get out of 
it. True, he was entitled to have his 
living out of it. But vicious tongues 
would wag. And he told the Thessalon- 
ians to “abstain from all appearance of 
evil” (1 Thess. 5:22). You might “think 
of. William Carey, in passing, who 
mended shoes for a living, but. his avowed 
main business was to carry the Gospel 
message. 

Fellows, do you suppose it would be 
‘possible to talk of these things without 
heading straight into the one big, dominant 
theme of the whole story: the fact that 
Paul your tentmaker was carrying the 
greatest message that eves went out to 
a needy world: “For there is but one 
God and but one Mediator between God 
and men—Christ Jesus, Himself man; 
who gave Himself as the redemption 
price for all—a fact testified to at its 
Own appointed time, and of which I have 
been appointed a herald and an apostle 
(i am speaking the truth: it is not a 
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Lesson for September 9, Acts 17:16 to 18:17; 


1 Corinthians 2: 1-16; 1 Timothy 2: 3-7 


fiction), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith 
and truth” (1 Tim. 2: 5-7, Weymouth). 

And all Paul’s tentmaking and all his 
learning and all his splendid mind and 
all of anything else he had, he counted 
as but loss for the excellency of the 
knowledge of this Saviour whom he loved 
and served. 

You cannot have one of Paul’s tents, 
fellows, but you have the wonderful rec- 
ord of Jesus written with Paul’s own 
hand and sealed with Paul’s own life blood. 
You have your New Testament, and 
Paul’s finger marks are there, to show 
you by his surpassing workmanship what 
it means to be a worker who needs not 
be ashamed, thoroughly furnished for his 
task and held firmly to it through life 
and through death by the faith he has in 
his Lord. 

As the ridge pole is to your tent, fel- 
lows, so was Jesus Christ to Paul. Every- 
thing rose or fell with Him. And so 
Paul wove the story, the record, —the 
record you have. Every seam in that 
record is carefully matched, every stitch 
personally and accurately made by this 
master workman. You can depend upon 
it, fellows: a shelter in the time of storm, 
a pleasant shade, with warmth and se- 
curity. and peace. - 

The battle ery of the people of God 
was: “To your tents, O Israel!” Here’s 
a rich suggestion! And remember, fel- 
lows, the Record is the Sword of the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
‘Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





FAUL IN ATHENS + CoRINTH 








U 


ee ee + er; eg 





} VS. Seto. S. 





Spirit, the invincible weapon in the Chris- 
tian’s warfare. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Traveling with one’s religion. 
2. “What d’you know?” 
3. “Jesus and Anastasis.” 











AUL was no vacationist, as we mod- 
Po all -are; but his enforced stay in 
Athens, while he waited there for Silas 
and Timothy to join him, carries a 
thought or two for your girls, who run 
about on vacation trips so frequently. 


1. In the’ first place, note that Paul 
carried his religion with him wherever 
he might go; not as a piece of baggage 
to be disposed of whenéver it proved a 
handicap, but as the central and con- 
trolling emphasis of his whole being, 
guiding his every thought, directing his 
activities, creating his associations, re- 
lating every new sight and experience to 
this centralizing power of his life. What 
your girls see and do—in the great 
city or at the seashore or in some sum- 
mer hotel or village—depends largely 
on those very girls themselves, on the 
dominant motive in each life. 

Every traveler in Athens had to see 
the multitudes of idols and temples 
(“more gods than men. . . on pedestals, 
in front of every home, . .. in niches, on 
the corners of the streets, . . . a wilder- 
ness of gods’), but only a traveler with 
such a love as Paul’s for the true God 
would have noticed particularly that altar 
“TO AN UNKNOWN GOD,” and been 
stirred thereby to the point of action in 
thaking known this unknown (?) Crea- 
tor. Do you wonder what your girls have 
lately seen, on some trip, which aroused 
them to do something, then and there, 
for their Master? Ask them. 


2. How very modern ancient Athens 
was! Or, how very ancient “new 
thought” is! Let a newcomer step up 
to a crowd of cronies today, and you will 
hear one sing otit, in lazy accents, “What 
d’you know?” And after the reply comes 
the comment, “What a thrill!” or,.“How 
exciting!” or “Well, how many did you 
rate?” Perhaps the one questioned re- 
plies, “Oh, nothing! I haven’t done any- 
thing exciting in a week.” “A thrill,” 
“excitement,” to use the ugliest word of 
all, “a-kick,”—these are the moderns’ 
substitutes for the Athenians’ “some new 
thing.” 

An unsatisfied world it ever has been, 
and ever is and will be—except those 
who find in God an unending rest for 
their restlessness, an eternal spring of 
joy. 

3. Could your girls, like Paul in 
Athens, preach Jesus and his new and 
abundant life? Oh, not in a marvelous 
sermon, in some great audience room, to 
a listening crowd of worldly-wise philos- 
ophers, but by purity of speech and gen- 
tleness of conduct, by upright sturdiness 
of character, daring to be independent 
for their faith’s sake? They will be 
misunderstood by many, if they so do, 
even as those Athenians thought (at 
first) that Paul was preaching a new 
pair of gods —the Greek, for “the resur- 
rection,” anastasis, being mistaken. for the 
name of some unknown goddess. And 
they may in the end win only a few as 
fellow followers of that same Jesus, 
whose love “none but his loved ones 
know,” even as Paul won only Dionysius 
and Damaris (here was another of those 
soul-hungry women, you note) and a few 
others. But oh, the joy in the winning! 
“Some new thing”? Try this. 


Home Study 


Make a list of every soul won by Paul 
for Jesus Christ, as they are recorded, 
by name, from Acts 13 through 18. Some 
can be identified, as distinct individuals, 
even though not named in the record. 
Note.the women and girls among them. 


Decatur, Ga, 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of September 2) 


1. Paul based his teachings absolutely on 
the Scriptures. Better not “allege” until 
you have “opened.” 

2. He taught them from the Old Testa- 
ment that their promised Deliverer should 
die, and rise again from the dead, and that 
Jesus, whom he was preaching to them, was 
the Promised Qne. 

3. The second coming of the Lord. 

4. From the letters to the Thessalonians. 


5. It did not. He was supported by other 
churches, and by his own labor. 


6. “The Jews which believed not.” 


7-,The missionaries, driven from_ city 
to city by persecution, preached the Word 
as they went, and hastened the spread of the 
Gospel. ° 


_ 8. “These that have turned the world: up- 

side down,” the Jews at Thessalonica said 
of Paul and his companions. Perhaps no 
greater compliment is recorded in history. 


g. They charged that Paul “set Caesar’s 
authority at defiance, declaring that there is 
another Emperor — one called Jesus” (Wey- 


mouth, for Acts 17: 7). 


10. Theré were synagogues in nearly 
every place of importance, and ‘many God- 
fearing Greeks,” worshipers of the true 
God, attending those synagogues, as well as 
the Hellenized. Hebrews scattered over the 
Mediterranean world. 


11, The Greek translation, the Septuagint, 
made nearly two hundred years before 
Christ, was the “Old Testament” that Paul 
quoted from so freely, the one most com- 
— read, even in Palestine itself, at that 
ime. 


12. No, the evident meaning is that as a} 


whole they were more open-minded. Paul 
pays high compliment to the Thessalonians 
who believed, 

13. The fact that they brought all state- 
ments and: questions to the unerring ‘Book 
to be confirmed before believing. 

14. There were daily Bible classes, fol- 
lowing his preaching, proving (testing) his 
_—" after the Scotch fashion of a later 

y. ae 

t5. They- resorted to false charges. 





Children at Home 














Billy Boy’s Adventures 
By Maud W. Niedermeyer 
VI. A Cram Story 


66 HERE can Squeakums 
thought Billy Boy, as he ran 
along the sand bar. “I left him right out 
here in the middle of this flat. Squeak- 
ums, oh, Squeakums, where are you?” 

Billy Boy shouted as loud as he could, 
but there was no answering call. Then 
he stood still and listened intently. Fi- 
nally, he heard a low, dismal sound, not 
at all like the rat’s cheerful squeak, but 
at least it was a sound. He followed it 
and came upon his forlorn little friend 
huddled up against a stone. 

“My poor Squeakums!” cried Billy 
Boy, full of sympathy at once. “I’ve 
met the funniest old man named Mr. Low 
Tide you ever saw. And if you will 
come with me, he'll hide you in those sea 
grasses over yonder. There’s really 
nothing to be afraid of.” 

Squeakums looked up at Billy Boy 
with a hopeless expression in his usually 
snappy eyes. “If I could only make it,” he 
said, wearily. 

“We'll run fast. Come on.” Billy Boy 
started off. 

Squeakums? peeked out from behind his 
stone, and when he,saw Billy Boy going 
as fast as ever his tiny legs could carry 
him, he took: courage and made a dash 
after him. 

Mr. Low Tide jumped to his feet, 
when he saw them both coming. He 
parted the long grasses, and stood: aside 
as they rushed for the hiding place. Billy 
Boy laughed excitedly, but Squeakums 
shuddered as he huddled down again al- 
most out of sight. 

Mr. Low Tide gave a bow that made 
his seaweed hair come tumbling down 
all over him. Billy Boy tried to bow 
just as grandly in return, but he bumped 
his nose against his knees, and that made 
them both laugh, 
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“Look, look!” he cried, stopping short 
and pulling hard on Mr. Low Tide’s hand, 
“What can that be?” 

“I do declare!” exclaimed Mr, Low. 
“That must be Mr. Soft Clam.” 

“Tell me abot him, please,” begged 
Billy Boy. 

r. Low Tide sat down on the sand 
flat and criss-crossed his bony ankles. 
He was enjoying himself greatly, and 
he rocked back and forth from his waist 
line in spite of the creakings and groan- 
ings that his ribs made. : 

Billy Boy sat down, too, but he was 
more interested just then in the hole in 
the ground from which the tiny stream 
had spurted than he was in the workings 
of Mr. Low Tide’s body. 

“Hurry up and begin,’ he begged. 
“You said it was Mr. Soft Clam. How 
did he get down there?” 

“My word, such impatience!” ex- 
claimed Mr. Low. -He said it a bit 
crossly, but he wasn’t cross at all. He 
just wanted to tease. Indeed, he was 
most glad to find such an interested 
listener. 

“In the first place Mr. Soft Clam is 
delicious steamed, and clam broth makes 
strong men out of little boys,” he began. 

Billy Boy smiled broadly. Clam broth 
was good, and he knew it. “Tell me 
some more, please,” he begged, eagerly. 
Then he added excitedly, “But what are 
you doing?” 

Mr. Low Tide had raised himself on 
his knees, and now he was digging in 
the sand with his long, bony fingers all 
around the tiny hole where the clam 
had sent up its spray. 

“I am going to find Mr, Soft Clam 
for you,” he said. 

Billy Boy watched the performance 
silently. Suddenly the clam sent up 
another little geyser, and this time it 
squirted right into'one of Billy Boy’s 
eyes. 

“Ho, ho!” sang out Mr. Low. “That 
is not polite, but it is quite within the 
bounds of the clam family. In fact I 
should say that it was most clam-like. 
Now then, old fellow, I shall have you 
in a minute.” With that he dug deep 
with his fingers, and pulled Mr. Soft 
Clam gently out of his home. 

“Now tell me how he got down there,” 
said Billy Boy, as he examined the shell 
carefully. Billy Boy had seen plenty of 
clams before, but he had never given 
them a thought. 

Mr. Low hunched himself up in his fav- 
orite position, and, taking the bit of sea 
grass that he always carried between his 
first and second ribs, chewed it slowly. 
His eyes were fairly snapping, for he 
was perfectly happy when talking about 
his sea friends. 

“Well, it’s like this,” he began. “When 
the teenty, tinty clam is born, it is only 
a cell. All it can do is to swim around 
in the water in circles. In about four 
days a muscular little foot appears and the 
gills begin to grow. Then the cell sinks 
to the bottoin.” 

“But how does it get in the sand?” 
questioned Billy Boy. “You had to dig 
deep.” 

“I’m coming to that right now.” Mr. 
Low Tide stuck the bit of sea weed 
back between his ribs and continued: 
“This is where the little foot comes in. 
Mr. Soft Clam begins to dig with it. 
And when he has dug a ways, he works 
his shell in after him. Finally, he snug- 
gles down under the hard sand, and he 
is so comfortable that he never leaves 
his home again until some one digs him 
up for clam pie.” 

“Oh!” breathed Billy Boy at the men- 
tion of clam pie. “But what is the mat- 
ter? You look so cross.” 

“Matter enough!” muttered Mr. Low 
jumping to his feet. His bones creaked 
and groaned as he did so. “I thought 
I heard that Old Man High laugh. I 
don’t like him and never shall. There, 
I suppose I must be going. But fifst 
shall give him an ugly look.” 

“Oh, don’t, please,” yelled Billy Boy. 
“That’s not fair, for you will be back in. 
six hours.” 

“Fair or not Pi—Ti—” Mr. Low 
Tide began slinking away with long, 
slow sirides. His voice grew so weak 
that Billy Boy couldn’t understand what 
he was saying. The last he saw of him 
was his long seaweed hair stringing out 
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behind, as he strode along the beach like 
a disjointed skeleton. 

“Oh, dear, my new friend has left me,” 
sighed Billy Boy. “I would so love to 
have kept him.” Then he brightened as 
he thought, “He’ll be back in six hours, 
and—” But just then a big wave came 
rolling in, and on the crest of it sat— 
you never could guess what! But if you 
are good and patient, you shall hear 
about it. 


Perth Ampoy, N. J. 





The Young People’s | 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 








September 16. -The Service of Science to 
Human Life. Psa. 8 : 1-9. 

September 23. How Missionary Interest 
Broadens Our Knowledge. Acts 14 : 19-28. 
(Missionary meeting.) 

September 30. Goals for Our Society. Gal. 
S$ : 22-26; 6: 10. 

October 7. Workers Together With God. 
1 Cor. 3:1-9. (Consecration meeting.) 


Sunday, September 9 


How May Every One Become Truly 
Educated? (Prov. 4: 1-13) 








Mon.—Study with the wise (Acts 7 : 22). 

Tues.—Listen to experience (Prov. 3 : 1-6). 

Wed.—Sit at Jesus’ .feet (Luke 10: 38- 
42). 

Thurs.—Never stop learning (Acts 18: 


24-28). 
Fri—Keep an open mind (Acts 17: 10- 





15), 
Sat.—Think noble thoughts (Phil. 4 : 8). 








Why take full advantage of school years? 


Why must education not stop when we 
leave school? 


HEN we talk about becoming 

“truly educated” much depends 
upon what we mean by being educated, 
and the purpose for which our education 
is intended. A student one time was 
protesting against the length and diff- 
culty of the curriculum at a certain uni- 
versity. Finally he asked if it would 
not be possible for him to take a shorter 
course. “That all depends,” answered 
the president, “on “what you intend to 
make of yourself. It takes a hundred 
years to make an oak. A melon can be 
made in six months.” 


In our Scripture lesson the wisest man 
that ever walked this earth, apart, of 
course, from the Lord Jesus Christ, ig 
telling his own children of the value o 
understanding and wisdom, and remind- 
ing them that he once had been a young 
man and listened to and followed the 
wisdom of his father. We must be will- 
ing to listen to the counsel and wisdom 
of those who have gone before us. Stand- 
ing on the threshold of life, we cannot 
possibly place the proper value on educa- 
tion. Those who have gone before and 
are now looking back, — our parents, our 
instructors in school, our pastors, and 
the like, —are better able to judge than 
are we. Let us be willing therefore to 
listen to advice, and profit by the expe- 
riences of others.” 


It is well that we should stop for a 
moment, at the beginning of a new school 
year, and consider just what we “re in- 
tending. to do with the education we are 
getting. Often, in these days of mad 
scramble for wealth and success, we 
think of education as merely the means 
toward this end. We plan our: life work 
in the direction that we believe will 
bring us in the greatest revenue, that 
will win for us. the ‘praise of men. We 
must not forget though that the purpose 
of true education lies far higher than 
this. It is well enough that we should 
be self-supporting and should enjoy the 
modest comforts of life. True educa- 
tion, however, aims to give us some- 
thing that money or success can never 
bring, — the enrichment and contentment 
of mind, and the ability to enjoy fife 
more fully and more keenly than we 
could. without it. 


| that training that shall best equip us for 
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est sense aims to do this, that it is so 
closely linked with Christianity. Did 
you ever watch ship builders at work on 
a ship? What is the. first part. of the 
great structure that is laid? It is the 
keel that runs from bow to stern. To this 
are riveted the great steel ribs and upon 
this framework is built the whole of the 
ship. But suppose for some unaccount- 
able reason the workmen had begun. with 
the ribs and had forgotten the keel, do 
you suppose the ship would ever have 
floated? Much less, it would never have 
been completed because the structure 
would not hold together without the keel. 
In 1 Corinthians 3:11 we read, “For 
other foundation can’ no man lay than 
that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.” This 
is as true of our education as it is of any 
other phase of our Christian life. There 
is much in education to help us toward 
a happy, conténted, and enjoyable life. 
But unless it is riveted to the great keel 
and foundation, the Lord Jesus -Christ, 
such joy and pleasure will be empty and 
fruitless. 

+3 


As we read the Bible we see many 
reasons why this‘is true. Is not the 
One who made us, better than anyone 
else, able to know what vs are fitted 
for in life? Is not the One who has 
planned our life (Eph. 2:10), better 
than anyone else, able to guide us into 


his purpose? Is not the Cne at whose 
disposal are all the treasures of wis- 
dom and knowledge, not only for the 
little span of man’s life but down 
through the countless ages, able to flood 
our minds with his wisdom as no one 
else can?. Why then are we so ready 
to leave God out of our life plans, and 
to consult every one else? Oh, let us 
learn the secret of going to our heavenly 
Father with ‘every detail of our lives. 
Apart from him we may store up knowl- 
edge, but we never. can be truly edu- 
cated. 
b 


We have amusedly commented some- 
times, perhaps, on the term used for 
graduation exercises at high school and 
college. We call such an occasion a 
“commencement.” To those of us who 
are completing a particular course it 
seems anything but that. Yet, in the 
fullest sense of education, the end of a 
high school or college course is indeed 
but a commencement. Up to such a point 
we have been more or less taking in 
knowledge as some one else served it 
to us. As we step out into the world, 
we begin to get knowledge in a different 
way, through personal experience. If 
our knowledge was limited to that which 
we gained in high school or college, how 
undeveloped most of us would be! Grad- 
uation day should be but the commence- 
ment of drinking from a larger fountain. 


: ve 


But what about those of us who have 
not had the. opportunity to get very much 
of what the world calls education? Are 
we to be denied the development, the 
joy, and the advantages that come to 
those with trained minds? We have but 
to turn to history to prove the fallacy 
of such a notion. In these days, with 
the many night schools and summer 
courses and correspondence courses,- few 
who really want an education cannot. get 
it. It may’ come harder and mean more 
sacrifice to some than to others, but in 
the majority of cases the only thing that 
stands between us and an adequate edu- 
cation is self,—our own willingness to 
work, and the grit to persevere. 

We must not lose sight of the fact, 
too, that school or college is not essen- 
tial to education, although it is in these 
institutions that education may be most 
readily acquired. William Carey learned 
five difficult languages at his cobbler’s 
bench. The school of hard knocks and 
experience is a profound one, if we are 
willing to learn its lessons. 

Most of us can read books that will 
instruct and train the mind. And even 
from a purely educational standpoint, 
there is no book equal tc the Word 
of God. The writer knows a poor man 
who had little advantage of early edu- 
cation. He has worked from the time 





It is because education in its high-. 


Yet that man speaks a cultured lan- 
guage; his thoughts are high and-noble; 
he is a keen and discerning student of 
his fellow men; he is intelligent on many 
of the current topics of the day. Prac- 
tically his only training has been that 
which has come through reading the 
Word of God. Uneducated? — that man 
shows a greater degree of real learning 
than many college graduates can boast 
of, and certainly he has a simple trust 
and faith in God that are sadly lacking 
in many products of our higher schools 
of learning. ; 

So let us realize that whatever way 
God has for us, we are safe in trusting 
him with our training and education, be- 
ing careful, of course, to do all our part, 
and seeking first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness with a confidence 
that all these other things shall be added 
unto us. in 


To whom am I looking for my education? 
Am I willing to be teachable before God? 
PHILADELPHIA. 


With the New Books | 


Ten Imperishable Words. By H. E. 
Goven, M.A. (Oliphants Ltd., a1 Pater- 
noster Square, London, 2 shillings six- 
— The author takes his title from 

atthew 5 :17, 18. He believes that the 
“law,” as Christ there used it, refers to 
the Ten Commandments or Decalogue, 
and thus is distinguished from the 
“vast system of regulations and observ- 











chapter is given to each of the Ten Com- 
mandments, with applications to present- 
day conditions that are searching and 
timely. These studies are given in the 
light of the Gospel and not as a substi- 
tute for the cross. This is further en- 
forced in the last chapter, “The Law 
Leads to Christ.” The viewpoint of the 
author is stated thus: “We live in an 
age when lawlessness in spirit, in word, 
and in deed, is eating into social and 
national life. . . . The remedy is in 
a Gospel that is not only mighty to reno- 
vate the heart, but that is in close relation 
to practical morality.” The position taken 
is thoroughly evangelistic and will be 
widely received. ; 
‘Pastors, Politicians, Pacifists. By . Le 
Roy F. Smith and E. B. Johns. (Con- 
structive Educational Publishing Co., not 
inc., 5421 Ridgewood Court, Chicago, $1.) 
Like the tributaries of a great river are 
the ramifications of the Federal Council 
of Churches of Christ in America. Mr. 
Smith and Mr. Johns, like two explorers, 
have laid out a map of its sources that 
must be troubling to the Council and will 
be startling to the public. Its volume of 
power is not fed solely by twenty million 
church members. Radical organizations 
contribute extensively to its opinions and 
treasury. It has brought its influence to 
bear against acts of Congress that would 
deport undesirable aliens and provide for 
military preparedness. It expressed sym- 
pathy with the revolutionary forces~ in 
China. This is not-a book of ‘generalities. 
Names, dates, places, and quotations are 
frequently given. A chart showing the 
affiliations of, the Council, and an index 
in three sections that refer to topics, or- 
ganizations, and personnel, make it a val- 
uable reference work on the regrettable 
character of the Federal Council . of 
Churches of Christ in America. 


The Church, the Chart, and the Com- 
ing. By John A. Anderson, M.D. (F. W. 
Wellinger, 50 High Park. Ave., Toronto, 
Canada, $1; also, Morgan and Scott,Ltd., 
12 Paternoster Building, London, E. C. 
4, Eng.) The Church will not escape 
the Great Tribulation, believes Dr. An- 
derson. He is a premillennialist, and ar- 
rives at his conclusion after diligent and 
reverent study of the Scriptures, which 
he accepts as the inspired Word of God. 
The author defines the Church as the 
redeemed of all nations, Christ’s body. 
He believes the Lord Jesus provided his 
Church with a chart, in two sections, of 





he was a mere boy ag hard, taxing* work. 
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21 is held to be for the early Ghurch; 
and the Olivet discourse in Matthew 24 
and Mark 13 for that portion of the 
Church on earth at present. Dr. Ander- 
son feels that Christ cannot come until 
the Church has carried out her commis- 
sion to preach the Gospel to the whole 
world. He feels that “the modern teach- 
ing that the New Testament regards 
Christ’s coming as having been imminent 
from Pentecost onwards” is erroneous. 
Dr. Henry W. Frost, the Home Director 
of the China Inland Mission, has written 
a sympathetic introduction. 


“Some Problems of the 
Modern Minister” 


By Austen Kennedy DeBlois, Ph.D., 
D.D., LL.D. (Doubleday, Doran and 
Co., Inc., New York, $1.75.) 


“ EART-POWER is Christ-power.” 
So runs a sentence in this series 
of lectures recently delivered before more 
than four hundred young ministers in the 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary. Dr. DeBlois manifests this power 
himself in the way he approaches and 
handles the multitudinous problems that 
confront the faithful minister in the pres- 
ent day. The theme of the book is worked 
out under four general headings: “The 
Message,” “The Parish,” “Contacts,” and 
“Ideals.” Under each division are five 
chapters. 

The first section is especially worthy 
of note. The problem is “Preacher or 
Pastor?” The minister must be a good 
preacher and a diligent pastor, all agree, 
but how is he to do both, and to which 
must his best thought and strength be 
given? The discussion is clear and the 
conclusion convincing. A keen analysis 
is given of the average church congrega- 
tion and the problem it presents. “An 
ordinary church congregation is not a 
unit but an aggregation, and usually a 
conglomeration. The minister who talks 
for half an hour to a hundred or five 
hundred people speaks in the presence of 
all sorts of personalities, having all vari- 
eties of habits, tendencies, prejudices, 
peculiarities, and points of view.” And 
furthermore, “They bring their bodies 
to church, but their souls are elsewhere. 
Their faces are serene and devout, but 
their brains are on a rampage.” 

How can the minister find time to 
prepare two fresh and foreeful sermons 
that will satisfy this many-minded multi- 
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FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School’Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the’ Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United - States 
rates plus so cents each for foreign. postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or . 
more copies, either to. separate addresses or 
in a package to one address, $2 each per ‘year. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Please be sure to state the old as well 

as the mew address whenever you request 

a change in your address. If in a-club, 

please give name and address of your 

club organizer, and allow two full weeks 

for the change to be made. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 





future events in which it is vitally inter- 
ested. The .Temple discourse -in- Luke 


The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Lesson for September 9, Acts 17:16 to 18:17; 
1 Corinthians 2: 1-16; 1 Timothy 2: 3-7 


tude? “The preacher who remembers 
that though there be many minds there 
is just one message will not be anxious 
or afraid. ... Let the Spirit of the Word 
of God influence and compel, and the 
divme energy -will lay hold.of men’s souls. . 


The Word is quick and powerful and }: 


sharp. It is the chosen means for the 
building of the kingdom. To preach the 
Word is to preach the unsearchable riches 
of Christ, for the Word.is aflame with 
the glory of Christ and his Cross.” On 
the other side, there is much by way of 
precept and example, showing that while 
the demands on the pulpit are more exact- 
ing now than ever before, yet the times 
and circumstances have changed some- 
what regarding pastoral calls: in general. 

The chapter on “Prophet or Priest” in 
this section bears careful study. Shall 


_.the preacher exercise a prophetic or a 


priestly ministry? © Shall the sermon or 
the program of worship be primary? 
Without hesitation the answer is given. 
First and foremost he is God’s ambassa- 
dor. This is a sublime privilege, a holy 
calling. As God’s ambassador he is to de- 
clare the truth in its purity, to denounce 
all evil without fear or favor, to pro- 
claim the glorious Gospel of the risen 
Christ. “He is a prophet of the Most 
High. He is in line with Old Testament 
seers, and with New Testament apostles 
as well, for the apostolic ministry was 
pre-eminently a preaching ministry. ... 
The prophet is needed to arouse the con- 
sciences of godless malefactors. The 
prophet is needed to inspire Christians to 
great tasks. The prophet is needed to 
convict men of their gin. The prophet 
is needed to’ give direction to vague 
impulse, heartening and guiding the well- 
intentioned in the way of a deathless pur- 
pose. The prophet is needed to con- 
demn without fear or favor the sensual 
and ungodly spirit of the age. The 
prophet is needed to reveal the unimagined 
glories of ‘the life that is hid with Christ 
in God.’” With. warmth and feeling are 
then shown the need and the power and 
beauty of the priestly ministry, of lead- 
ing souls into the conscious presence of 
God, how to give the touch of reverence 
to public worship, and especially the place 
and purpose of the Communion service. 

Under “Theologian or Moralist” is 
given a powerful argument for indoctrin- 
ating souls in the everlasting verities of 
the Gospel, that as Christian men, re- 
deemed by the blood of Jesus Christ, 
possessors of an infinitely precious spir- 
itual heritage, they may be able to give 
a reason for the faith that is in them. 
The author does not hesitate to allude 
to the present day confusion on this sub- 
ject and the reason for it, pointing out 
most tellingly the inherent weakness of 
that emasculated Chnistianity which has 
no definite theology or ground of doc- 
trine, hardly knowing what it believes, 
and always believing feebly and with res- 
ervations. Compared with this is the stal- 
wart teaching of the Christian revelation, 
with a “thus saith the Lord” as the high- 
est regulative principle for conduct, not 
a religion that is simply “morality 
touched with emotion” but morality glo- 
rified by faith. Another chapter, “Stu- 
dent or Executive,” follows, arid a clear 
and challenging one on “Loyalty or Free- 
dom” closes this section. Here is a care- 
ful analyzing of the much-vaunted “tol- 
erance,” with an imperative call for the 
beauty and strength of unswerving loyalty 
to the Book. 

The problems of “The Parish” are 
dealt with in sympathetic and satisfying 
fashion, under such headings as “Man’s 
Manor God’s Messenger,” “Personal or 
Social Service,” “Administrator or Man- 
ager.” In the third division, under “Con- 
tacts” are such themes as “Leading Our 
Coming Leaders,” “The Sanctity of Va- 
cation Days,” “Conscience or Complai- 
sance,” and “The Saving Sense.” The 
closing section on “Ideals”’—is rich in 
inspiration. 

The crystal clearness of thought, great 
beauty of diction, intensely practical coun- 
sel-and its intelligent and courageous 
rt aed make a book which should be in 
th hands of every young minister, and 
older, in the land. The true portrayal 
of the glorious opportunities for service 
wf “the good minister of Jesus Christ” 


\ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





men everywhere to enter this high and 
holy calling. 





Letters from Readers 











To the Editor: Allow me to call.to your 
attention a matter in which I believe you 
will be interested. 

I find that the League of Nations, backed 
by the leading scientific associations of 


America and many large corporations in-+ 


the U. S. A. and _ throughout the world, 
will probably call an International Conven- 
tion in 1929 to vote out the Gregorian 
Calendar and adopt one more scientific and 
practical. From thirty-three nations have 
come to the League 185 proposals or plans 


for a revised calendar.. Of these, two are. 


in great. favor. One of the two is from 
Moses B. Cotsworth, the greatest authority 
on calendars in the world. This has power- 
ful backing from big business and, appar- 
ently, from leading religious groups of the 
world. For nearly thirty years this move- 
ment. has been gathering momentum. It is 
practically ready to score. It cannot be 
halted or sidetracked. The latest in_a series 
of articles concerning it is in The Saturday 
Evening Post of March 10, 1928. 

If I rightly understand the two plans 
most in favor, the churches will be deprived 
of real Sundays most of the time, seventeen 
out of every nineteen years! If the new 
calendar is applied first to the year 1933, 
as planned, we will start with fifty-three 
real Sundays. But throughout 1934 instead 
of real Sundays we will have Mondays 
with the name changed to Sundays! All 
through 1935 we will have Tuesdays served 
up to us under the name of Sundays! 

If this is so, should we not start a pro- 
test? Should not all ministerial associa- 
tions thoroughly examine these plans and 
call for some modifications? Should not 
church conventions and missionary boards 
take up the problem? This protest should 
be launched in behalf of both Seventh and 
First Day worshipers — in behalf of Chris- 
tians, Jews, and Mohammedans, for real 
Sundays are not the only sacred days in 
danger. 

A simple revision of the Cotsworth plan 





would save the week that has come down 
to us crt ng from the days of Moses 
and probably from the beginnings of human 
history. Instead of keeping up with the 
sun at the close of 1933, why not drop 
behind one day? By keeping this up to 


‘| the close of. 1938 and the opening of 1939 |: 
>| swe..would be:behind the sun just seven days. 


By putting in an extra week at that time 
we would save the week and all its days 
deemed sacred. This would leave govern- 
ments and corporations practically all they 
wdesire 


the same modification —Alfred M. Haggard, 
116 White. Avenue, Grand Junction, CoL 


ME 


Sharing The Sunday School 
- Times ese 


OULD you but read the heartfelt 

expressions of appreciation that 
come from missionaries in alt‘corners of 
the world who have received The Sun- 
day School Times as a loving gift. be- 
cause of the generosity of some unknown: 
friend in the United States, you could 
not help wanting to share in the min- 
istry that makes possible such a distri- 
bution of the paper. Many who thus 
write their gratitude are standing almost 
alone amid the awful pressure of heathen 
darkness or where the insidious work of 
Modernism has sapped the life of the 
church. The Sunday School Times Mis- 
sionary Subscription Fund provides for 
such missionaries and Christian workers 
in both foreign and home fields. It is 
kept up by voluntary contributions: from 
readers and friends of The Sunday 
School Times. Two dollars per year 
sends one copy to a foreign missionary, 
and $1.50 per year to a home missionary 
within the bounds of the United States 
and its territories. Contributions should 
be designated, “Missionary Subscription 
Fund,” and may be sent to The Sunday 
School Times¢ Company, 323-327 North 





Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 
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The ‘platr..of second choice -needs |: 


- LEAVE A LITTLE FOR 
THE JEWS 


“My Annuity with the Jewish Mission” is 
the title of a leatlet we would like you to read. , 
It is yours for the asking. Just say “Send 
me your leaflet on Annuities.” 

No obligations, and no further solicitation— 
not a word. We only want to get our story 
to you; then we’ll leave it between you and 
the Lord as to whether His covenant people 
should have a share in your Annuity gifts. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS TO 
E JEWS, Inc. 


‘27 Throop Ave. Brooklyn, N. Y. 




















WHERE 
CHRIST IS NOT NAMED 


Trained NATIVES in various parts of the world 
may be supported in the work of God for an entire 

ear for from $25 up to $600. Nothing deducted 
Lom your gifts—r00% goes toward the natives’ sup- 
port. Service and literature free. 


NATIVE PREACHER CO,, Inc. 
Box T, 251 Fairmount Rd., Ridgewood, N. J. 

















Sell the Picture Bible 


Over. ten million Bibles sold last year. Our 
Bethlehem Picture Bible only one of its kind 
ever published. e want District Managers, 
Salesmen and Saleswomen for national campaign, 
full or part-time. $50 to $125 weekly assured if 
you work. 


BIBLE CORPORATION OF AMERICA, Dept. A 
420 Lexington Avenue, New York 

















FOR FIFTY YEARS 


Cuticura 
Soap and Ointment 


have afforded the sweetest and most satis- 
factory method of caring for the skin and hair. 
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BEHOLD, I have set before you an OPEN DOOR and no man can shut it.—Rev. 3:8 


A CHALLENGE TO GOD’S PEOPLE 


From NORTH EAST INDIA — 





AN APPEAL 


“We are Chiefs of the Pango 
tribe. You tell us we should 
worship God and not sacrifice 
to Evil Spinits, but you do not 
give us a Station. How can 
we worship God ? If we do not 
have a dispensary it will be 
very hard for us to become 
Christians.” 

TUALBUAL 

Chiefs of | SUANCPHEK 

MUALPHENG 

@ 





NOT YET PROVIDED FOR 





Another appeal from a far dis- 
tant area : ‘‘ Come open a sta- 
tion and me and my people 


will be Christians.” 





THIS CAN NOW BE DONE 





Eleven villages in new terri- 


to them. 








ree 


PRINCE OF STATE OF MANIPUR, ASSAM, INDIA 


The S. W. area of the State of Manipur, Assam, has now 

sce eve eee — for been thro-vn open exclusively to our Mission by His Ma- 
sionanes {0 COME | iesy, the Prince. This Territory contains 82 villages with 

so 14,000 people. -A medical station asked for and recom- 


mended by British Government of Assam. 


$10,000 
Needed for PIONEER work 


to answer these appeals and 
build and equip and maintain 
the stations. A few friends of 
the Mission to whom these 
appeals have been made 
have responded promptly. 


$1,000 from Miss 
issippi; $1,000 from Boston; 
$1500 from group of ladies ; 
$500 from Ohio; $500 
frcm Philadelphia; other small- 
er contributions bring the 
amount to $6500 which leaves 
only $3500 to be provided for. 





Pray that the willing hearted 
Saints of the Lord may be led 
to share in this wonderful op- 
fortunity of giving the Gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ to 
these lost souls in North East 
India who are -crying out to 


this Mission for help. 





For further information address 
H. H. COLEMAN, Secretary, 
1213 Pennsylvania Building, 





NOT PROVIDED FOR 





THIS HAS NOW BEEN PROVIDED FOR 





Philadelphia, Pe. 





During 1927 more than 1800 confessed CHRIST 


NORTH EAST INDIA GENERAL MISSION, Inc., 1213 Pennsylvania Bidg. 


JOHN C. WILLIAMS, Home Director; WM. S. WILLS, Treasurer ; 





should. constitute a challenge to young 








PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


WATKIN R. ROBERTS, Field Director ; 


H.H. COLEMAN, Secretary 
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Maw Yores Newer 


< PICCADILLY 


New York 








HOOL 


Distinctivel 
Christian 


TONY IDROOK 
hae Prepares 

boys | Jfor college 
A Christian preparatory school for boys 
stressing all-round development in an envi- 
ronment of high ideals and scholarly 
achievement. Full accredited. Prepares 
for all the leading colleges. Intensive work 
under college-trained teachers. Small classes. 
$100,000 administration building. New 
chapel. Other modern buildings on 35-acre 
| campus on the beautiful north shore of Long 


snl. 



















FOR BOYS 


|. Non-Sectarian and Non-Military 
Ty your 
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bess ong channels thatare 
constructive. Here, hewill follow a 
ced .scholar- 
ly blend- 
iducators. 


SEVERIN 
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rough high school. 
talogue on request. 
368 South V' Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 


Located in the most healthful climate 


Sixth grade th: 
phen c, 












“The End 
of the Age” 


The world-wide call for this book (110,000) by 
James H. McConkey proves true the recent strik- 
ing statement of a European theologian: ‘* For 
the first time since apostolic days the 

Advent is the centre of interest in 


theol . 
‘ = Soeintaly free t6 anyone interested 
enough to write for it. Address . 
SILVER PUBLISHING SOCIETY 
Dept. S. Bessemer Building 
‘Pittsburgh, Penna., U.S.A. 











CORRECTION 


OF IMPORTANCE TO THOSE INTERESTED 
IN THE TOURS OF THE TRAVEL INSTI- 
TUTE OF BIBLE RESEARCH 


Im the issue of the Times of August 11 
there appeared a full-page advertisement of 
the Tours of the Travel Institute of Bible 
Research. September 29 was given as the 
sailing date of one of the parties on the 
S. S. Sinaia. This should have read Sep. 
tember 20, which is the correct sailing date 
of this steamship. 





have meditated deeply, as he passed 


| Aristotle’s philosophical followers, but 





a For Family Worship ‘| 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 


os 





' 

Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International iform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the Internaticaal 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


y a 
September 3 to 9 
Mon.—Acts 17: 16-21. Paulin Athens. 
On his way from Philippi, Paul must 


Stagiros, the birthplace of Aristotle, on 
the failure of human reason alone to 
find God. The altar to The Unknown 
God at Athens will soon be appropriate 
anywhere in Christendom, if our schools 
do not cease to attack revelation as the 
only source of divine truth. Yet Paul 
did not hesitate to use logic te preach to 


he gained only a few adherents, and there 
was never an Athenian church to write 
a letter to. 


Prayer Succestions:: Pray for the 
Nile Mission Press (Nile Mission Press 
Depot, Cairo, Egypt) whose twenty- 
third annual veport tells of 480,000 
Gospel books, all true to the message of 
the cross, sent out in 1927; for ts large 
and faithful staff; for its colporteurs in 
five countries; for its transportation 
facilities, a-foot, by donkey, by ai® mail 
weekly to and from Iraq and Persia; for 
its translators; praise God for its am- 
azingly successful invasion of the Sudan. 
Tues.—Acts 17 : 22-32. . 

Natural and Revealed Reiigion. 

The Athenians had a poetic theory that 
they were sprung from the soil of Attica. 
The modern evolutionist has a so-called 
“scientific” theory that all men are the 
products, through ages of evolution, of 
a protoplasm. There is no poetic. or 
scientific approach to either the- truth. 
of creation or redemption. Paul quoted 
from Greek men of letters, but the 
Athenians mocked at his teaching about 
the cross and resurrection. Though rev- 
erent scholarship is an aid in studying 
the Word, not one iota of divine truth 
may be had apart from revelation. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for Mr. 
and Mrs. F. Spencer Johnson, undertak- 
ing another of their “Life and Liberty 
Campaigns” in Poland, Russia, and other 
Eastern European centers; that God will 
give them. great success in soul-winning 
and teaching and that he will ‘supply all 
their financial and other needs (“The 
Maples,’ Warlingham, Whyteleafe, Sur- 
rey, Eng). 5 
Wed.—Acts 18:1-11. Paul at Corinth. 


God tould say to Paul in 6ammercial 
and corrupt Corinth ‘what he Gould not 
say to him in intellectual and idolatrous 
Athens, “I have much people in _ this 
city” (v. 10). This should be a great 
encouragement to us to continue to pray 
for revival in an era and in a land much 
like Corinth. There a thousand- priest- 
esses consecrated the temple of Venus 
to profligacy; and there the Isthnudn 
games were celebrated every second year. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
Christian work in the Levant, in which 
territory old Corinth used to be; for the 
Friends of Armenia (37 Victoria St., 
Westminster, S. W. 1, London), for the 
Near East Relief (151 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City), and all such industrial 
and relief work, as well as forall mis- 
sionary enterprises. 


Thurs.—Isaiah 44 : 9-20. The Folly of Idol-try. 


In his noble sermon, “Man Cgeated in 
God’s Image,” before the Corpotation of 
London in 1662, Robert South, cémment- 


almost six thousand years that~far the 
greater part of the world has*had no 
other religion than idolatry sand idolatry 
certainly is the firstborn of folly, the great 
and leading paradox. . ... A mian hews 
him down a tree in the wood, and part 
of it he burns, and with ‘the residue 
thereof he maketh a god.’ With-opé part 


his chapel. A _ strange thing, 


t the 
fire must consume this part, { 


then 
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ing on this passage, says, “It sis. now’ 


he furnishes his chimney, with Be te 


(Lesson 


more divinity in one end of the stick 
than in the other!” 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for China, 
that God in his providence may use the 
new situation to get the people for his 
name out of the 400,000,000 population; 
pray for General Feng; pray for the 
China Inland Mission, for its more than 
a thousand white missionaries in the 
interior, for its several thousand native 
missionaries, and for its leaders. Pray 
that all denominational and interdenomi- 
national missions in China may be guided 
and kept through this crisis. 
Fri.—1 Corinthians 2 : 1-16. 

The Spirit and Message of Paul. 
_ Some think that Paul made a mistake 
in his message at Athens, and that if he 
had only preached there the truth which 
he preached. in Corinth, he would have 
had more converts. But it must be re- 
membered that Paul’s: sermon was in- 
terrupted with philosophical mockery just 
as Jesus’ sermon in Nazareth was in- 
terrupted by ejection and Stephen’s by 
stoning the preacher. “Christ and him 
crucified” is the heart of the Gospel. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for sir 
youths at Ibi, Sudan, at the request of 
the Sudan United Mission (Falcon Court, 
32 Fleet Street, London E. C. 4, Eng- 
land) who have recently. confessed 
Christ; for a Mohammedan youth not 
far from the kingdom; for the difficult 
Mohammedan town of Ibi; for the chiefs 
who are asking for Christian teachers; 
for the medical work and all the work 
im the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, for re- 
vival and @ soul ingathering; for the 
backslidden; for the mission periodicals, 
and for funds to carry on the work; 
pray for all African missions. ° 
Sat.—Hebrews 1: 1-9. 

God Revealed in Christ. 

God has revealed the truth of redemp- 
tion, his chief message to the world, 
progressively. Always assuming the 
reclaimableness of fallen humanity, God 
has through different eras of the past 
given man a chance to make good by 
speaking to him through the prophets. 
He last spoke by his Son. “They will 
reverence my Son.” But representative 
Jew and Gentile, Caiphas and Pilate, 
nailed incarnate God to a cross; and 
since Calvary, the’ Son tells us through 
his Spokesman, the Spirit, that the only 
thing to do with the Adam nature is to 
let it be crucified with him. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
members of the Japan Evangelistic Band 
in. England, America, and Japan (901 
Schaff Bldg., 1505 Race St., Philadel- 
phia) ; for the tent work, Bible schools, 
and evangelistic work in Kobi; for Mr. 
and Mrs. Wilkes and Mr. and Mrs. 
Archie Dyer, and for the latter’s boy 
in England; for Mr. and Mrs. Harris 
in the police and general evangelistic 
work in Tokyo; for Mr. and Mrs. Chesu 
with the evangelical association in Osaka; 
for urgently needed additional workers, 
both Japanese and foreign. 

Sun.—1 Corinthians 13°; 1-13. 
Never-Failing Love. 

God is love; substitute the word 
“Christ” for “love” in this passage, and 
see Paul letting this wonderful Saviour 
live in his life, and we get an idea of why 
and how the apostle to the Gentiles was 
always seeking opportunities to make 
himself all things to all men, and was 
burning out his life for lost men every- 
where. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Latin American Prayer Fellowship (6823 
Santa Monica Blvd., Los Angeles, Cal.) ; 


these troublous times; for Juan and 
Eusepio, evangelizing on the West Coast; 
for old Cordova _itinerating with the 
Gospel in the Indian. country; for the 
supply of every need. 














burn incense to that. As if ‘was 


for Mr. A. B. DeRoos, Director m Mex=; 
ico, -and for all the other workers m, 


for September 9) AUGUST 25, 1928 








$50 to $500 
Made 
Easily and Pleasantly 


Nearly every home in your church 
and community will buy a large 
number of Christmas Cards this 
year: By making it easy for them 
to purchase yeu can make big 
money. 
Tiedeeeel bgreoter ss | Card Rg vote ; fe 
finished Xmas Cards. All are of iatest design, 
and each card has a handsome decorative en- 
verre There is a wide variety of colors, shapes 
sizes. 


HE Sterling Christmas Card box sells for $1. 
T each. If ite coeds ware, bole agate itd 


t separately 
would cost $1,45. By selling aly 100 bexes pont 
can make $50.00, 


Everyone Benefits 


AiMost everyone will jump at the chance to 

buy these beautiful cards so conveniently 
and cena. Half of the money collected belongs 
-to you. any people will buy.several boxes. 


Mail Coupon Now 


Don’t delay. Send for a sample box of cards 
now. Show them to your’ friends, neighbors, 
associates in Church and Sunday-echoot work. 
They will be glad to buy and help you. 

This concern has been in business 
for 31 years,and has never opera- 
ted under any other name. 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. 


E.G. Werner Sons Co. 


236-242 GRAPE STREET, READING, PA. 
A men Oe See Ee a SO SU 
E, G. WERNER SONS COMPANY 
236-242 Grape Street, Reading, Pa. 


I am enclosing 60c. Send me a sample box of 
Sterling Christmas Cards and a full Selling Plan. 





Name Pele a. 6 ba OES 8 ee 
Address. 2... 226% 60 ee S20 0S 
Organization... .% . Church eeieines 














Order This Charming Book Today 


UNDER WHOSE WINGS 


By Zenosia Birp 
Author of ‘‘ Betty Regan’s Safe Place’’ 
INE. of the most ivating books this 
OY. 8 SS ee SS 






See Cloth, $1.75 


Send for a free copy of our complete Catalog ef 
Books, Booklets, Tracts, etc. 
BIOLA BOOK ROOM 
558 South Hope Street 
LOS ANGELES CALIFORNIA 
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AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. ¥. 


At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missicraries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 
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